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About the Book

In the novel's first part, we meet Paul McLeod, the patriarch, who is touring Greece after the death of his vivacious wife.
The story of his infatuation with a young American artist he meets there, and his gesture toward a new freedom so latein
life, segues into the tour de force of part two, where we reexperience the privileged but provincial world of the
McL eods--and the cosmopolitan world of the West Village--from the perspective of Fenno, the eldest son. A lovable,
dightly repressed but self-aware gay man, he leads the life of an aloof expatriate, trying to protect himself from
emotional entanglement--until a worldly neighbor presents him with an extraordinary gift and a seductive photographer
makes him an unwitting subject. And in the final part, Fenno crosses paths with Fern, the woman who captivated his
father in Greece ten years before and who is pregnant with a son she may decide to raise on her own. All the loves and
losses of this rich, emotionally complex book come together in the fateful meeting of these two characters one exquisite
night in June over aLong Island dinner table.

Glass's brilliantly conceived story and perfect pacing--the scenes carefully layered to encompass both surprising
revelations and slowly simmering developments--announce her as a master of the novel form. Her sensitivity to the
nuances of character and human relationships will make these particular characters and relationships simply
unforgettable to anyone who picks up Three Junes.

Discussion Guide

1. JuliaGlassis aso a painter. How do the style, structure, and description of Three Junesreflect her artistic sensibility?
How do the various segments, stories, and flashbacks interspersed within the chronological text work together?

2. Marjorie, while traveling in Greece, says she cannot stop "collecting worlds . . . different views, each representing a
new window" (p. 31). How istherole of the traveler and observer like the role of the author?
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3. Place figures crucialy in the novel, whether it is a Greek island, a Scottish town, the West Village of New Y ork City,
or aLong Island town. What is the importance of each place and its role in the context of the entire novel? What are the
symbolic differences between the countryside and the city? Where does Fenno belong?

4. The episodes in the first part, Paul's vacation in Greece juxtaposed against the tale of his life in Scotland, come
together to form a picture of his marriage with Maureen. Why does the author tell his tale in this fashion? Why is this
part titled "Collies'?

5. Why does Paul, the steady shepherd of his family and newspaper, go to Greece first on vacation and then to live? Do
you think he really wanted to "drop [his memories] like stones, one by one, in the sea’ (p. 49)?

6. In the beginning, Fern reminds Paul of Maureen. Are the two alike or not? What are their similarities and differences?
What does each want from life? How have Fern's relationships affected her character and choices? Why hasn't she told
Stavros about her pregnancy? What is she afraid of ?

7. Why doesn't Fenno visit his father in Greece? What else has Fenno postponed doing or compromised for the sake of
work or being "upright"? What is Fenno consumed by? Where does the "coolness" between Fenno and his brother David
stem from? Isit rivalry? Do you think this changes by the end? Which brother seems more admirable, and why?

8. What does the author accomplish by dividing the book into three parts with only the second as a first-person
narrative? Why does she let Fenno tell his own story? What effect does this have on the reader? In addition, why does
Fenno occasionally address the reader--for instance, when he says, "feeling left out, you will have noticed, is second
nature to me" (p. 125)? Does this make us sympathetic to Fenno?

9. Part two is titled "Upright." Why? |s uprightness a positive or negative characteristic? Which characters are upright in
the novel? Who is not?

10. What is the appeal of birds for Fenno and Mal? Fascinated by birds as an adolescent, Fenno covers the walls of his
bookstore, named Plume, with bird prints. The dishes Mal breaks also have birds on them. Felicity--Mal's and then
Fenno's bird--is avital character in the novel. Do birds and books have a specia connection here?

11. What is the role of the mother in Three Junes? Has motherhood transformed or hindered Maureen? Do you think it
will change Fern? How does L ucinda, the ubermother, carry out her role? How about Veronique?

12. The novel teems with interconnected relationships. Describe some of them. Paul and Maureen--were both satisfied in
life; in marriage? Ma and Fenno--was their relationship ever fully actualized? Fenno and Tony--what kind of attraction
did they share? Was it purely sexual? Tony and Fern--what brought them together? Fern and Stavros--will they stay
together? Which is your favorite couple?

13. Tony's job is "to take the very, very small and make it large. . . . Give stature to the details' (p. 277), which is aso
what the author does. Is Tony a compelling character in Three Junes? Is he simply afoil to Fenno and Fern? What is his
purpose in the novel?

14. How does food weave its way into all three parts--smells, textures, tastes? Why does the author vividly spell out the



menus and recipes for us at all the critical meals? Can you remember any of the dishes?

15. What are the various views of death presented in Three Junes? How does the author view death? How do the
characters in the novel accept or come to terms with death?

16. Anna explains to Fern, "When it comes to life, we spin our own yarn, and where we end up is redlly, in fact, where
we always intended to be" (p. 286). Glass ends her novel echoing this quote. Why? What do Anna's words signify?

Author Bio

Julia Glass is the author of seven books of fiction, including the bestselling THREE JUNES, winner of the National
Book Award, and | SEE YOU EVERYWHERE, winner of the Binghamton University John Gardner Fiction Book
Award. Other published works include CHAIRS IN THE RAFTERS and essays in several anthologies. A recipient of
fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, the New York Foundation for the Arts, and the Radcliffe
Institute for Advanced Study, Glass is a Distinguished Writer in Residence at Emerson College. She lives with her
family in Marblehead, M assachusetts.

Critical Praise

"Julia Glass's talent just sends chills up my spine; her novel, Three Junes, isamarvel."
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