ReadingGroupGuides

The online community for reading groups

The View From Mount Joy

by Lorna Landvik

rhe View from Mouns Joy

e e )

e

: ‘~ A N,Dl‘f J K‘

About the Book

The View from Mount Joy, Lorna Landvik?s delightfully quirky and intensely moving new novel, is about a man, a
supermarket, the roads not taken, and the great, unexpected pleasures found in living agood life.

When hunky teenage hockey player Joe Andreson and his widowed mother move to Minneapolis, Joe falls under the
seductive spell of Kristi Casey, Ole Bull High?s libidinous head cheerleader, the kind of girl aguy can?t say no to, even
when saying yes guarantees trouble. Joe balances Kristi?s [ustful manipulation with the down-to-earth companionship of
his smart, platonic girlfriend, Darva. But it is Kristi who will prove to be a temptation (and torment) throughout Joe?s
life.

Y ears later, having once dreamed of a career in pro hockey or as a globetrotting journalist, Joe cant believe that life has
deposited him in the aisles of Haugland Foods. But he soon learns that being a grocer is like being the mayor of a small
town: His constituents confide astonishing things and always appreciate the value of a hard-to-pass-up special, a free toy
for a well-behaved youngster, a pie for the best rendition of ?Alfie,? or simply Joe?s generous dispensing of the milk of
human kindness. For Joe, everyday life isits own roller-coaster ride, and all he wantsto do is hold on tight.

The path Kristi has charged down, on the other hand, is as wild as Joe?s is tame?or at |east that?s how it appears to the
outside world. But who has really risked more? Who has lived more? And who is truly happy? As Joe discovers?in this
dramatic, heartbreaking, and hilarious novel ?sometimes people are lucky enough to be standing in the one place where
the view of the world is breathtaking, if only they?| open their eyesto al there isto see.

The View from Mount Joy is truly glorious: a warm, wonderful picture of life as seen from the deepest places in the
heart.
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Discussion Guide

1. Where does the title of the novel come from? In what ways is that scene, which occurs about midway through the
book, emblematic of the novel and the relationship between Joe and Kristi?

2. Does Kristi take advantage of Joe in their relationship, or isit the other way around?

3. Are Joe?s relationships with women, excepting Darva and Jenny, really that different from Kristi?s with the men in
her life? Isn? he guilty of using women selfishly just as she uses men?

4. Is Joe a coward for quitting hockey after his college injury? What does that decision say about his character, and are
there other times in the novel that Joe makes a similar decision?

5. What is the bond between Kristi and Joe that connects them over the course of so many years? Is it only sex, or
something more? Compare this bond to that existing between Joe and Darva.

6. Why don?t Darva and Joe ever become a couple? Do you believe their protests that they are really not interested in
each other beyond friendship?

7. Why do you think that Kristi grows up into the kind of woman she becomes? |s anyone or anything responsible? Is
she a bad person?

8. Have you ever known anyone like Kristi? Can such people change?

9. IsKristi happy? Does it bother you that Kristi seemsto end the novel on anote of triumph? Or isit triumph?

10. How are the characters of Mount Joy influenced by their families?

11. Do you think Landvik?s portrait of born-again evangelism is afair one? Why or why not?

12. How did your own religious beliefs come into play as you were reading the novel? Do you think thisis primarily a
religious or a secular book --- and why?

13. Death in Mount Joy comes suddenly, unexpectedly, and for the most part violently. Why does Landvik present
death in thisway?

14. Is Joe, looking down on shoppers from his office in the supermarket and orchestrating contests to reward them, a
symbol for God? Do you seen any evidence in the book that Landvik might be suggesting God operatesin asimilar way?

15. Are Jenny and Flora rewards given to Joe? If so, what is he being rewarded for? And isit right that his reward comes
at the expense of Jenny?s divorce and Darva?s death?

16. As the novel progresses, the events involving Kristi seem to spiral further into realms of satire and hyperbole, while
Joe?s portion of the plot remains very down to earth. Why do you think Landvik took this divergent approach? Was she



right to do so?

17. The novel ends before the presidential election. What do you think of the chances for Tuck and Kristy? Would you
ever vote for a husband and wife for president and vice president? Why or why not?

18. Do Joe and the others who know about Kristi?s past do the right thing in not blowing the whistle on her, first in her
televangelist phase, and then in her political career? Do people who know things about other people have an obligation
to step forward in such circumstances? Would you?

19. Were you surprised the first time the action in the novel jumped years ahead? Why do you think Landvik broke the

flow of her narrative this way?

20. Is Joe a reliable and trustworthy narrator? Can you identify moments where his interpretation of events is different
from yours? Does he ever lieto readers or to himself?

Author Bio

Lorna Landvik is the author of 12 novels, including the bestselling PATTY JANE'S HOUSE OF CURL, ANGRY
HOUSEWIVES EATING BON BONS, OH MY STARS and the recently published LAST CIRCLE OF LOVE.

Landvik's checkered (but legal) past includes working as a chambermaid in Bavaria, winning a trip to Tahiti as a
contestant on "The $25,000 Pyramid" (MacGyver was her partner), temping at the Playboy Mansion (it was strictly a

clerical position), and walking across the country as a member of The Great Peace March.

She has acted in many theatrical productions, including a half dozen shows she conveniently wrote for herself. Her all-
improvised show, PARTY IN THE REC ROOM, is alocal legend, due in no small part to the margaritas she mixes up
onstage.

She has one husband and two daughters and lives in the beautiful blue and green state of Minnesota.
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