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About the Book

In The Night Sky, Mary Morris tells the story of Ivy Slovak, a single mother struggling to provide for her infant son 

while coping with childhood memories of abandonment by her own mother. While Ivy's story invokes memories from 

the past and struggles of the present, the night sky holds within it dreams yet to be realized. With quiet eloquence and 

deep compassion, The Night Sky establishes Mary Morris as one of the foremost chroniclers of the secrets and strengths 

of the human spirit.

Discussion Guide

1. In manuscript, this book was originally called The Night Sky, but Morris's publisher felt she should change the title, 

so it was published first as A Mother's Love. At some risk Morris wanted Picador to republish this book with the 

original title. Why do you think Morris felt so strongly about this? Why is The Night Sky the real title of this book?

2. Why do we need the story in the past to inform the present?

3. How is Ivy's art reflected in the structure of the novel as a whole?

4. Ivy is named Ivy because her mother says she likes to cling. How and to what does she cling? Is her name a self-

fulfilling prophecy?

5. In some ways this novel is a book about gambling. What is the role of gambling in the novel?

6. Sense of place is always important for Morris who is also a travel writer. What part does the desert play in this book?

7. Is Ivy a good mother? How is it in the end that we know what kind of mother she is or will be?
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Author Bio

Mary Morris is the author of numerous works of fiction, including the novels THE JAZZ PALACE, A MOTHER'S 

LOVE and HOUSE ARREST, and of nonfiction, including the travel memoir classic NOTHING TO DECLARE: 

Memoirs of a Woman Traveling Alone. She is a recipient of the Rome Prize in literature and the 2016 Anisfield-Wolf 

Award for Fiction. Morris lives in Brooklyn, New York.

Critical Praise

"Mary Morris inhabits Ivy with an intensity and clarity of vision that makes this a story at once tough, sad, and honest, 

yet at the same time hauntingly beautiful."
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