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About the Book

The circumstances of Molly Marx?s death may be suspicious, but she hasn?t lost her joie de vivre. Newly arrived in the 

hereafter, aka the Duration, Molly, thirty-five years old, is delighted to discover that she can still keep tabs on those she 

left behind: Annabel, her beloved four-year-old daughter; Lucy, her combustible twin sister; Kitty, her piece-of-work 

mother-in-law; Brie, her beautiful and steadfast best friend; and, of course, her husband, Barry, a plastic surgeon with 

more than a professional interest in many of his female patients. As a bonus, Molly quickly realizes that the afterlife 

comes with a finely tuned bullshit detector.

As Molly looks on, her loved ones try to discern whether her death was an accident, suicide, or murder. She was last 

seen alive leaving for a bike ride through New York City?s Riverside Park; her body was found lying on the bank of the 

Hudson River. Did a stranger lure Molly to danger? Did she plan to meet someone she thought she could trust? Could 

she have ended her own life for mysterious reasons, or did she simply lose control of her bike? As the police question 

her circle of intimates, Molly relives the years and days that led up to her sudden end: her marriage, troubled yet tender; 

her charmed work life as a magazine decorating editor; and the irresistible colleague to whom she was drawn.

More than anything, Molly finds herself watching over Annabel?and realizing how motherhood helped to bring out her 

very best self. As the investigation into her death proceeds, Molly will relive her most precious moments?and take 

responsibility for the choices in her life.

Exploring the bonds of fidelity, family, and friendship, and narrated by a memorable and endearing character, THE 

LATE, LAMENTED MOLLY MARX is a hilarious, deeply moving, and thought-provoking novel that is part mystery, 

part love story, and all heart.
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1. The Late, Lamented Molly Marx grapples with the theme of loss. Molly?s major challenge throughout the book is 

learning how to let go and come to terms with her death. In what ways has she accomplished this by the end of the 

novel? In your own life, have you ever had to grapple with loss and letting something go? What helped you?

2. The novel is prefaced by an Oscar Wilde quote: ?The true mystery of the world is the visible, not the invisible.? How 

do you interpret it? How does it apply to the book?

3. The novel presents a version of an after-life. Do you believe in an after-life? If so, what is your vision? How did you 

arrive at your view?

4. If you could be present at your own funeral, about what would you be most curious?

5. The character of Bob functions as a moral compass and spiritual sherpa for Molly. What do you think Molly gets out 

of this relationship? Has there ever been a ?Bob? in your life and if so, who is it and what role did he or she play?

6. After she arrives in the Duration, Molly discovers that she has what she refers to as ?a built-in bullshit detector.? To 

this Bob responds, ?You always had that ability. You just never bothered to activate it.? Do you believe that most people 

?know? more than they choose to acknowledge?

7. Is Molly mature or immature for her age? Does your opinion of her change as the novel progresses? How do you 

define maternity? Has how has your definition evolved as you yourself have gotten older? Do you think that adults used 

to mature faster?

8. Why did Molly marry Barry? Do you know women who marry men who you think aren?t their equal? And the 

reverse: do you know men who?ve married women you think aren?t their equal.

9. Molly suspects that Barry philanders. Why do women like Molly stay with men like Barry under similar 

circumstances? Should they have split up? Is he is a good father?

10. Throughout the novel, Molly wonders if she?s made mistakes in her marriage. Do you think she has and if so, what 

are they?

11. Molly and Barry seek the help of a marriage counselor. Do you think that counseling helped them? In general, do 

you support the idea of therapy and counseling?

12. How do the women in Molly?s life --- Lucy, Brie, Kitty, her mother, Delfina --- affect her over the course of the 

novel? What does each woman offer her? In which ways do they ultimately help or hurt her, knowingly or unknowingly? 

Which women have had the most profound effect on your life?

13. Does becoming a mom help Molly cgrow up? Do you think that she is a good mother? If you have kids, how did you 

arrive at your notion of what makes a good mother? How does motherhood enrich a woman?s life? Make women?s lives 

harder?

14. The anthropologist Margaret Mead has observed that the relationship between sisters is often the most troubled one 



in the family. Mead also says that eventually, the sister relationship becomes the strongest one in the family. Do you 

agree with Dr. Mead on either of these points? Why do you think that so many sisters can?t get along?

15. How would you describe the friendship with Molly and Brie? What qualities do you think need to be present for 

women to maintain enduring friendships? Have you ever lost a friendship because of a monumental change in one of 

your lives?

16. Molly does not enjoy a smooth relationship with her mother-in-law. Why is this relationship often difficult?

17. Who is your favorite character? Why? Your least favorite character? Why?

18. How would you categorize this book --- humor? Mystery? Contemporary women?s fiction?
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