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About the Book

[The] lesson in boys, booze and music would stay with Rachael forever. Of equal importance was the knowledge of 

having a true friend, someone who had your back, who would stand up to a houseful of guys way across town, in the 

name of friendship. She vowed that day to return the favor, if Peach ever needed her.

Rachael, called Roach by her friends and later renamed Rasheeda in her Muslim faith, is one of four tight girlfriends 

growing up in West Philly during the 1950s and 60s. Along with Peaches, Sally Mae (?Mustang Sally?), and Jan, Roach 

navigates the storms of living in a tough, blue-collar neighborhood.

The four girls, daughters of the porters, maids, and factory workers ?who took the early bus,? begin to call themselves 

the Justus Girls in the late 1950s after they form a high-stepping precision drill team that becomes a local sensation. The 

Justus Girls rapped before there was a Snoop Dog, shook their booty before anyone dreamed of Destiny?s Child. But 

when Slim Lambright?s richly told tale of African-American life and women friends opens, it is thirty years later, and 

Peaches has just been murdered. The question for the remaining Justus Girls is only partly who killed the wild child, 

who became a hard-drinking, hard-living waitress at the White Devil Bar and Grill. What the Justus Girls need to resolve 

even more urgently, as memories return and secrets emerge, is how their friendship failed her.

Examining each woman?s life in a series of flashbacks, Slim Lambright turns a tough, unflinching gaze at a wide 

spectrum of black life. Foster homes and matriarchal families, country ways versus city street smarts, Baptist churches 

and Muslim temples, loving drag queens and child-molesting old men come alive in a narrative that sways with rhythm 

and jumps with the beat of the Marvelettes, Temptations, and Tina Turner and the Ikettes. And as the Justus Girls make 

the passage from childhood to womanhood, their futures are shaped by alcohol, sex, the husbands they choose, and the 

dreams they pursue. For Peaches, life will end in a gunshot. For the other Justus Girls, that sharp, sudden tragedy is a 

wake-up call to complete their journey of finding themselves.
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Slim Lambright?s original, exciting voice offers up emotional truths, challenging us all to examine our personal and 

cultural values in a novel with soul -- and a huge heart.

Discussion Guide

1. Rasheeda says, ?We can show these young sisters by example how it?s done, what real friends are, instead of just 

telling them about it. We?re too late for Peach. But we can at least try to be on time for ourselves.? What are ?real 

friends?? What is the importance of women?s friendships compared to family ties and love relationships? In the novel, 

which relationships are the most positive?

2. After the funeral, Sally Mae, who is the only Justus Girl born in the South, and Jan, talk about ?the ways of Black 

folk? regarding mourning rituals and Black Baptist funerals. Rasheeda doesn?t know them. Why not? Princess, Peaches? 

daughter, also doesn?t know. What are some of those customs? What is the value of knowing your cultural heritage, and 

what are the ramifications of not knowing?

3. Another problem for some of the Justus Girls is their lack of a stable family life while growing up. Peaches? home life 

is perhaps the most difficult. Does her childhood predict or predetermine her future? What is the home life of the other 

three girls. How big a factor is it in what happens to each of them?

4. After Peaches? terrifying experience with Uncle Elmo, she runs to Vaa, the transvestite, for help. What is Uncle 

Elmo?s profession? Why do you think Slim Lambright makes Vaa a hero and Uncle Elmo a villain?

5. Ursula, Peaches? mother, is a complex character. We first meet her when she ?crashes? the funeral. Should she have 

been invited? Discuss her relationship with her daughter. What are her faults? What are her positive points?

6. The chapter when Jan is mugged by the child JayRon has an unexpected resolution. What larger messages about 

compassion and forgiveness does this chapter contain? Do you think it also takes a position on the individual?s 

responsibility for solving social issues? How much should an individual do? When should the community get involved? 

When should the state?

7. Sally Mae also has to learn to forgive. Why? At the end of Chapter 26, her half-sister Bay Girl says, ?Thangs got to be 

set right.? What is she talking about? Is there a cosmic justice to consider in life?

8. What is the significance of having the last chapter of the book cover the Million Woman March?

9. Red Top, in the final words of Chapter 28 near the end of the book, says, ?This was their life, celebrating small 

victories, while keeping an eye open for the next crisis....That?s just the way it was for women like her. That?s the way it 

was for the Justus Girls. For women like us.? Which women is she talking about? Black women? Blue-collar and poor 

women? All women?

10. Do you think the title ?The Justus Girls? has a deeper meaning? What other plays on words do you find in the title 

and how do they relate to the novel?



Author Bio

Slim Lambright confesses, ?I?ve been, among other things, a model, a singer, a waitress, a bartender, a go-go dancer, 

and a numbers runner, and am now employed freelance, but the less said about that, the better.? The Justus Girls is her 

first novel. She lives in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
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