
The Ghostwriter
by Julie Clark

About the Book

From the instant New York Times bestselling author of THE LAST FLIGHT and THE LIES I TELL comes a 

dazzling new thriller.

June 1975.

The Taylor family shatters in a single night when two teenage siblings are found dead in their own home. The only 

surviving sibling, Vincent, never shakes the whispers and accusations that he was the one who killed them. Decades 

later, the legend only grows as his career as a horror writer skyrockets.

Ghostwriter Olivia Dumont has spent her entire professional life hiding the fact that she is the only child of Vincent 

Taylor. Now on the brink of financial ruin, she's offered a job to ghostwrite her father's last book. What she doesn't 

know, though, is that this project is another one of his lies. Because it's not another horror novel he wants her to write.

After 50 years of silence, Vincent Taylor is finally ready to talk about what really happened that night in 1975.

Discussion Guide

1. Would you ever want to be a ghostwriter --- doing the work in the background but never acknowledged --- or do you 

prefer to be the star?

2. Have you had experience with a family member or loved one with dementia? What was/is that experience like?
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3. Olivia feels her family?s past and secrets are so harmful to her that she hides them from everyone, even her closest 

partner. Do you think she?s right to do so? Are there things you keep from your loved ones?

4. How does Olivia remember her childhood, and how does that differ from how her father remembers her childhood? 

How have Olivia?s and Vincent?s pasts affected their actions and relationship?

5. Halfway through the book, whom did you suspect of killing the siblings? Did you believe Vincent could do it?

6. Poppy claims that film doesn?t lie ?like memories do.? Is this true? Are there more accuracies in film, or can film be 

as misleading as memories?

7. Poppy is shown to be a fierce advocate of women and women?s rights. How do you think that affected her decisions 

throughout the book? Did she take risks she shouldn?t have?

8. Danny, Vincent and Poppy have a complex sibling relationship. Do you think birth order matters in siblings? Did it 

matter to Danny, Vincent and Poppy?

9. Olivia believes that Margot?s and Mark?s memories about what happened may be colored by their friendships with 

Poppy and Danny. Do you think you could recall something with complete accuracy? Do you have particular memories 

that you know are clouded by your feelings at the time?

10. What do you make of Tom?s reaction to Olivia?s confession? Do you think he was overreacting, or were his 

expectations clear from the beginning?

11. Considering only the reader can glean the whole truth of the murders at the end, were you satisfied with how much 

knowledge Olivia and Vincent are able to gather?

Author Bio

Julie Clark is the New York Times bestselling author of THE LAST FLIGHT, THE LIES I TELL and THE 

GHOSTWRITER. It has earned starred reviews from Kirkus, Publishers Weekly and Library Journal, and the New York 

Times has called it ?thoroughly absorbing.? It?s been named an Indie Next pick, a LibraryReads pick, and a Best Book 

of 2020 by Amazon Editors and Apple Books. Her debut, THE ONES WE CHOOSE, was published in 2018 and has 

been optioned for television by Lionsgate. She lives in Los Angeles with her two sons and a golden doodle with poor 

impulse control.
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