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About the Book

From #1 New York Times bestselling author Christina Baker Kline comes a boldly original reimagining of the 

astonishing true story of two sisters in 19th-century North Carolina --- Kline?s own distant relatives --- who 

married world-famous conjoined twins from Siam.

When Eng and Chang Bunker arrive in Wilkes County in 1839, they?re not just a curiosity --- they?re a sensation. 

Everyone is eager to learn whether the salacious rumors about them are true. Within months, the twins have opened a 

general store, bought land, and begun building a plantation. Now, word has it, they?re looking for wives --- and in a 

place that thrives on gossip and legacy, their ambitions set the community on edge.

Sarah and Adelaide Yates, daughters of a once-prominent local family brought low by scandal, are drawn into their orbit. 

Bold, beautiful Adelaide sees in the twins? fame a chance to reclaim her future. Sarah, quiet and observant, isn?t so sure. 

When the twins? lives become entangled with theirs, they must navigate loyalty, longing and identity in a world where 

everything --- including race, class and gender --- is rigidly defined.

Spanning five decades and unfolding against the backdrop of a fractured nation hurtling toward war, THE FOURSOME 

is both intimate and epic: a story of love and constraint, identity and reinvention. With piercing insight and emotional 

precision, Kline brings to life a forgotten chapter of American history and the complex, boundary-defying marriages at 

its center.

Discussion Guide

1. THE FOURSOME is told through Sarah?s perspective. How does seeing events through her eyes shape your 

understanding of the other central characters: her sister Adelaide, her husband Eng, and his brother Chang? Were there 

moments when you felt the limits of Sarah?s point of view, or times when what she couldn?t or wouldn?t see told you 
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more than what she observed directly?

2. The novel explores the idea of complicity --- the ways people participate in systems of harm through silence, willful 

ignorance, or simply the ordinary routines of daily life. Which moments in the novel struck you as the most powerful 

depictions of complicity, and how does Christina Baker Kline dramatize something as invisible as choosing not to see?

3. The title THE FOURSOME frames these four people as a unit, yet the bonds between them are hardly equal. How do 

the different pairings within the foursome --- the twins, the sisters, the two marriages --- pull against each other? Which 

relationship did you find most compelling, and why?

4. Sallie and Addie are bound together in ways most sisters never are. How does the novel calibrate the love and 

resentment between them? Did your sympathies shift between the two sisters over the course of the book?

5. Historical fiction always faces the question of how to render the past without making characters sound either 

artificially modern or inaccessibly archaic. How did you experience the novel?s language and dialogue? Were there 

moments where the historical setting felt especially vivid or especially distant?

6. The Bunker twins have been written about for nearly 200 years. What does a novel --- as opposed to a biography or 

documentary --- allow us to understand about these historical figures that other forms might not? What can fiction access 

that fact alone cannot?

7. The novel takes on slavery from the perspective of a white protagonist who is embedded in and benefits from the 

institution. How does that narrative choice shape the way the book depicts enslaved people and the realities of their 

lives? What are the risks and possibilities of that approach?

8. Many of the most charged moments in the novel involve what is not said aloud: the silences between characters, the 

things left unspoken at dinner tables and in shared bedrooms. Can you point to a scene where silence carried as much 

weight as dialogue? What did that restraint reveal?

9. The novel depicts an extraordinarily unusual domestic arrangement --- two married couples sharing a life because 

their husbands are physically inseparable. Have you ever been in a situation where the structure of your living 

arrangement or family shaped your relationships in ways you didn?t expect? How did reading about the foursome?s 

daily life challenge your assumptions about what a household or marriage can look like?

10. Sarah undergoes a slow moral awakening over the course of the novel as she comes to see things she had been taught 

not to see. Have you ever experienced a similar shift, where something you had accepted as normal gradually revealed 

itself to be something else entirely? What prompted that change in you?

11. The Bunker twins were one of the most famous spectacles of 19th-century America --- people who were defined in 

the public eye by their physical difference. How does the novel complicate or challenge the idea of spectacle? Has there 

been a time in your life when you felt reduced to a single defining characteristic, or when you caught yourself doing that 

to someone else?

12. The book raises questions about the difference between choosing a life and making the best of the one you?re given. 



Do you think Sarah chose her life with Chang, or did she make the best of a constrained set of options? Where do you 

draw the line between agency and accommodation in your own life?

13. One of the novel?s recurring tensions is between the desire to belong to a community and the cost of conforming to 

its expectations. The foursome?s life in North Carolina is defined by both acceptance and otherness. When have you felt 

that tension between fitting in and being fully yourself?

14. The novel is set in a period when the institution of slavery was woven into the fabric of everyday life for white 

Southerners. Reading about that ordinariness --- the way brutality coexisted with domestic routine --- what surprised you 

most? Did it change the way you think about how people in any era normalize what future generations may find 

unconscionable?

15. If your book club could step into the world of THE FOURSOME and spend an evening with any one of the central 

characters, who would you most want to talk to, and what would you ask? What questions does the novel leave 

unanswered that you most wish you could resolve?

Author Bio

A #1 New York Times bestselling author of 10 novels, including ORPHAN TRAIN, THE EXILES, PLEASE DON'T LIE

(co-authored with Anne Burt) and THE FOURSOME, Christina Baker Kline is published in more than 40 countries. Her 

novels have received the New England Prize for Fiction, the Maine Literary Award, and a Barnes & Noble Discover 

Award, among other prizes, and have been chosen by hundreds of communities, universities and schools as ?One Book, 

One Read? selections. Her essays, articles and reviews have appeared in publications such as The New York Times and 

The New York Times Book Review, The Washington Post, The Boston Globe and The San Francisco Chronicle.
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