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About the Book

?Walsh demonstrates that, like Nicholas Sparks, men are capable of writing romantic fiction.?

--- RT Book Reviews

What began as a fairytale honeymoon in 1857 for John and Laura Foster aboard the steamship SS Vandervere becomes a 

nightmare when a hurricane strikes and the grand ship is lost in the murky depths of the Atlantic. Laura finds herself 

rescued with the other women and children, but how can she feel any relief without her groom?

Talented author Dan Walsh skillfully tells an epic story through an intimate focus on two lost lovers. Inspired by real 

events, this moving novel will capture your heart as you dive into its pages.

Discussion Guide

1. Which of the three main characters (John, Laura, or Micah) became your favorite and why?

2. Why was Laura so impressed with the depth of Micah?s faith compared to her own? How could someone who didn?t 

even know how to read develop such a strong walk with God?

3. What aspects of John and Laura?s love story did you enjoy the most and why? Do you think they had the kind of love 

that would stand the test of time? If so, why?

4. What do you think most attracted John to Laura? How about Laura to John?
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5. Why do you think John felt he couldn?t tell Laura the truth about his family situation before the voyage? Do you think 

he made the right call? Would you have handled this differently?

6. John and the other men adrift at sea faced the likelihood of imminent death. How do you think John handled these 

moments? Did the scenes ring true to you? Have you ever faced a time where you thought your life was in danger?

7. John?s family in New York had many problems. What do you see as their biggest ones? Do you see these problems as 

being relevant challenges today or only things people in that era would face?

8. Did you learn any fascinating details about the history of the period, things you never knew before?

9. Were you aware that many Christians in the South accepted and defended the right to own slaves? How did they 

justify this? How would you have handled this issue if you had lived in the South at that time?

10. Did you have a favorite scene in the book? How did you respond to it and what made it your favorite?

11. How would you classify this novel: as a love story, an inspirational tale, or a novel of suspense?

12. Did you catch that The Deepest Waters was inspired by true events before reading it through? If so, while reading it 

did you wonder what parts of the story were factual and what parts were fiction? The author made a list at the end of the 

book that showed which things really happened. How good were your guesses?

13. Did you find the ending satisfying? Do you see this as a good resolve for the Foster family? Are there any future 

stories you think this family has left to tell? (If so, feel free to send them to the author, Dan Walsh, at 

dwalsh@danwalshbooks.com.)

Author Bio

Dan Walsh is the bestselling author of many books, including THE DANCE and THE PROMISE with Gary Smalley, 

THE DISCOVERY and WHAT FOLLOWS AFTER. He has won three Carol Awards, and three of his novels were 

finalists for RT Book Reviews Inspirational Book of the Year. A member of American Christian Fiction Writers, Dan 

served as a pastor for 25 years. He lives with his wife in the Daytona Beach area, where he?s busy researching and 

writing his next novel.
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