Tempting Fate
by Jane Green

About the Book
From the New York Times bestselling author of such beloved novels as JEMIMA J, THE BEACH HOUSE
and ANOTHER PIECE OF MY HEART comes an enthralling and emotional story about how much we really
understand the temptations that can threaten even the most idyllic of relationships…
Gabby and Elliott have been happily married for 18 years. They have two teenaged daughters. They have built a life
together. Forty-three year old Gabby is the last person to have an affair. She can’t relate to the way her friends
desperately try to cling to the beauty and allure of their younger years…And yet, she too knows her youth is quickly
slipping away. She could never imagine how good it would feel to have a handsome younger man show interest in
her --- until the night it happens. Matt makes Gabby feel sparkling, fascinating, alive --- something she hasn't felt in
years. What begins as a long-distance friendship soon develops into an emotional affair as Gabby discovers her limits
and boundaries are not where she expects them to be. Intoxicated, she has no choice but to step ever deeper into the
allure of attraction and attention, never foreseeing the life-changing consequences that lie ahead. If she makes one wrong
move she could lose everything --- and find out what really matters most.
A heartfelt and complex story, TEMPTING FATE will have readers gripped until they reach the very last page and have
them thinking about the characters long after they put the book down.

Discussion Guide
1. Let’s start with the title of this novel. What does it mean to, quote, tempt fate? What did fate have in store for Gabby?
Do you “believe” in fate? You may choose to define the term as a group, both within and beyond the world of the novel.
2. When we first meet Gabby she is feeling self-conscious about going out with the “girls.” She feels old, unattractive,
irrelevant. Do you feel her “condition” is a cliché of middle age, or does her dissatisfaction go deeper? Do you like

Gabby once you better understood her needs, her history, her struggles? Or are you judgmental?
3. And then there’s Matt. Were you surprised by his actions and, ultimately, the affair? Take a moment to discuss his
attraction to Gabby. What was he looking for, really? How was he tempting fate by falling in love with an older, married
woman?
4. Take a moment to talk about love and romance in TEMPTING FATE. Do Gabby and Elliott have “true” love? What
is true love, both in your personal opinion and/or experience and for each of the main characters in the novel? Do Claire
and her husband have it? What about Trish and Elliott?
5. Is there such a thing as right or wrong with matters of the heart?
6. Gabby realizes the mistake she’s made once she assesses the damage she’s done to her family. Do you sympathize
with her? How did you react to Elliott’s reaction, and her daughters’? Did you find Jane Green’s portrayal of this family
realistic? Which episodes (or even words) were most meaningful, or recognizable, to you?
7. TEMPTING FATE employs a unique narrative in which Matt’s character comes to life in a series of texts or emails.
Did you feel, in the end, that you knew him? Liked him? Does it matter, either way? Moreover, how do you envision his
role in his son’s life? And --- just for fun! --- do you think that will he and Monroe will stand the test of time?
8. How we talk about books --- in or outside of book clubs --- is almost as engaging as reading the books themselves.
What would you say about TEMPTING FATE to someone who has not yet read it? Is it a love story? A family drama? A
cautionary tale? All or none of the above? Would you recommend it to a friend, fellow parent or loved one? Why or why
not?
9. Why do we feel the need to share our feelings about books with other readers? Also, who in the group recommended
you read TEMPTING FATE in the first place? Take a moment to discuss what your expectations were in choosing this
novel. Have you read Jane Green’s other novels? You may choose to talk about the themes that run through her work at
this time as well.
10. Did you have a sixth sense about how TEMPTING FATE would end? Were you gratified or disappointed by how
things turned out? Do you “believe” in happy endings, generally speaking? Feel free to suggest alternate endings, if you
wish.

Author Bio
A former journalist in the UK and a graduate of the International Culinary Center in New York, Jane Green has written
many novels (including JEMIMA J, THE BEACH HOUSE, FALLING and THE SUNSHINE SISTERS), most of which
have been New York Times bestsellers, and one cookbook, GOOD TASTE. Her novels are published in more than 25
languages, and she has over 10 million books in print worldwide. She lives in Westport, Connecticut, with her husband
and a small army of children and animals.

Critical Praise
"The author, one of the first ladies of chick lit, once again exemplifies the best qualities of the genre...her compelling tale
reflects an understanding of contemporary women that's acute and compassionate, served up with style."
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