
Summer Lovin'
by Carly Phillips

About the Book

In the sequel to her sexy fun 2004 novel, Under the Boardwalk, as a former security specialist, Zoe Costas is 

immediately suspicious when charming, handsome stranger Ryan Baldwin shows up during at a birthday party at the 

zany Costas household. The party is for Sam, the young teenage girl Zoe's eccentric family is about to adopt. But the 

buttoned-up Ryan claims he's Sam's long-lost uncle, and his wealthy Boston family wants to bring her home. But 

someone else has tracked Sam down, someone who never wanted the child to be found. Ryan is determined to protect 

Sam and find out what really happened to his sister -- Sam's mother. And Zoe "whatever-it-takes" Costas is just the 

woman to help him do it.

Discussion Guide

1. What kinds of memories does the term "Summer Lovin'" bring to your mind? A passionate (and probably short-lived) 

summer romance? Your first kiss? First date? Share your memories, and, again, don't leave out the good stuff!

2. You've got to love the Costas family for their wildly flamboyant style, such as the birthday party they're giving Sam 

when the story begins. What was your family like when you were growing up? Were you more like the Costas or like 

Ryan's family, the Baldwins?

3. Share a childhood memory of a birthday party. Did anyone give you a pet as a present?

4. Zoe and Ryan are truly opposites, at least they appear that way as the story begins. If you are married, engaged or 

otherwise "connected" to someone, do you consider yourselves opposites, or are your personalities more similar than 

different? If different, how have these differences made you grow as a person? Share a story of how your differences 

made for a fun time together.
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5. How does Zoe's and Ryan's relationship change after they make love? How does making love affect another passion 

they share -- their determination to protect Sam?

6. What role does Ima Pig play in Summer Lovin'? How does Sam's affection for her new pet affect what Zoe and Ryan 

do?

7. Zoe and Ryan each call a different city home. Have you ever been torn about a choice of where you and your loved 

ones will live? If so, did you, like Zoe and Ryan, reach a compromise, and what was that compromise?

8. What did you like most about Zoe? About Ryan? Which character did you identify with?

9. What scene in Summer Lovin' was your favorite? Which made you laugh? Which made your temperature rise?

10. At some point in our lives, each of us forms a mental image of the perfect person with whom we'd like to share our 

life. What qualities are you looking for in a lover or a marriage partner? If you are married, is your husband the kind of 

person you had envisioned? How have qualities in your lover that weren't on your "wanted" list enriched your life? How 

did Zoe and Ryan's visions of "the perfect person" change during Summer Lovin'? After answering this question, tell us 

what you think the theme of Summer Lovin' is.

Author Bio

New York Times best-selling author Carly Phillips is an attorney who has tossed away legal briefs in favor of writing hot, 

sizzling romances. Her first single title contemporary romance, The Bachelor, captured a spot as the third pick of the 

"Reading with Ripa" book club on LIVE with Regis and Kelly. The announcement launched Carly into the number-one 

slot on both Amazon.com and Barnes & Noble.com within just a few hours and for a six-week stay on the New York 

Times list. The follow-up to The Bachelor, The Playboy, also hit the New York Times list its first week.

Carly currently lives in Purchase, New York with her husband, two young daughters and frisky soft-coated Wheaton 

terrier who acts like their third child. When she's not spending time with her family, Carly is busy writing, promoting 

(and playing online!). Carly loves to hear from her readers. You can write her at: P.O. Box 483, Purchase, NY 10577, or 

e-mail her at: carly@carlyphillips.com. To discover more about this quickly rising star of romance, all the Chandler men 

and Carly's upcoming books, visit Carly's Web site at: www.carlyphillips.com.

Critical Praise

"Phillips's light touch assures a happy ending to this diverting beach read."
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