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About the Book

How far would you go to belong?

Maya has returned to Princeton for her college reunion. It?s been a decade since she graduated, and she is looking 

forward to seeing old faces and reminiscing about her time there. This visit is special because Maya also will be 

attending the graduation of her little sister, Naomi.

But what should have been a dream weekend becomes Maya?s worst nightmare when she receives the news that Naomi 

is dead. The police are calling it an accident, but Maya suspects that there is more to the story than they are letting on.

As Maya pieces together what happened in the months leading up to her sister?s death, she begins to realize how much 

Naomi hid from her. Despite Maya?s warnings, Naomi had joined Sterling Club, the most exclusive social club on 

campus --- the same one Maya belonged to. And if she had to guess, Naomi was likely tapped for the secret society 

within it.

The more Maya uncovers, the more terrified she becomes that Naomi?s decision to follow in her footsteps might have 

been what got her killed. Because Maya?s time at Princeton wasn?t as wonderful as she?d always made it seem. After 

all, her sister wasn?t the first young woman to turn up dead. Now every clue is leading Maya back to the past...and to the 

secret she?s kept all these years.

Discussion Guide

1. Which of these characters do you relate to most, and why?

2. What do you think of Maya and Naomi?s relationship? Do you have a sibling, and if so, how is your relationship 
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similar or different?

3. Before reading SOCIETY OF LIES, did you know anything about clubs at Ivy League schools? And if you had the 

opportunity to join Sterling Club, would you? How about Greystone Society?

4. Should Maya have told Naomi the truth about the Society? Do we have a duty to tell the truth at all costs, or is it better 

to protect our loved ones from situations that may harm them?

5. Maya believes that she must decide whether to join Greystone Society in order to support her sister or turn against the 

Society after learning about its true nature. What would you do in that situation?

6. How do the sisters? backgrounds affect their view of the world and the choices they make?

7. At Winter Formal, Nate and Maya get into an argument, and he tells her that Princeton means two different things to 

each of them. Do you think this is true?

8. What systems (of race, class, etc.) do you see at work in the book, and how do the characters combat or contribute to 

them?

9. During Initiations, Maya says that everyone has experienced some form of bias. She believes that if we are aware of 

our own biases, we can correct them. Do you agree or disagree?

10. Different forms of female friendship are explored in the book. Do you think Maya and/or Naomi have true 

friendships in their lives? Found family? What does this concept mean to you?

11. Do you think SOCIETY OF LIES has a message or theme? If so, what is it?

12. If they were to turn this novel into a movie or TV show, who would you cast as Maya and Naomi?

Author Bio

Lauren Ling Brown received a BA in English literature from Princeton University and an MFA in film production with a 

focus in screenwriting from the USC School of Cinematic Arts. She currently resides in Los Angeles, California, where 

she works as a film editor.

Society of Lies
by Lauren Ling Brown

Publication Date: May 6, 2025

Genres: Domestic Thriller, Fiction, Mystery, Suspense, 

Thriller

Paperback: 400 pages

Publisher: Bantam

ISBN-10: 0593723376

ISBN-13: 9780593723371

https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/authors/lauren-ling-brown
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/domestic-thriller
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/fiction
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/mystery
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/suspense
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/thriller

