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by Deanna Raybourn

About the Book

In Deanna Raybourn?s second Victorian mystery, fresh from a six-month sojourn in Italy, Lady Julia Gray and her 

colorful brothers are summoned home to Sussex by their insistent father. They arrive at his estate to find the 

deconsecrated abbey crowded with family and friends. But dark deeds are afoot, for a murderer roams the ancient 

cloisters.

Much to Lady Julia?s surprise, the one man she had hoped to forget --- the enigmatic and compelling Nicholas 

Brisbane --- is among her father?s houseguests . . . and he is not alone. Not to be outdone, Julia shows him that two can 

play at flirtation and promptly introduces him to her beloved, younger, titled Italian count.

But the homecoming celebrations quickly take a ghastly turn when one of the guests is found brutally murdered in the 

chapel, and a member of Lady Julia?s own family confesses to the crime. Certain of her cousin?s innocence, Lady Julia 

resumes her unlikely and deliciously intriguing partnership with Nicholas Brisbane, setting out to unravel a tangle of 

deceit before the killer can strike again. When a sudden snowstorm blankets the abbey like a shroud, it falls to Lady Julia 

and Nicholas Brisbane to answer the shriek of murder most foul.

Silent in the Sanctuary is a January 2008 Book Sense selection.

Discussion Guide

1. Deanna Raybourn has an amazing gift when it comes to creating unusual and imaginative characters. Discuss your 

favorite character and explain what it is about them that captured your attention.
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2. The relationship between Lady Julia Grey and Nicholas Brisbane is unconventional by Victorian standards. What are 

their long-term prospects for happiness? Will society allow them to succeed?

3. The relationship between sisters is an important one, and most sisters would agree that their feelings toward one 

another can go from loving kindness to plain old nastiness in a matter of moments. Does this accurately summarize the 

relationships between Julia and Portia, and Emma and Lucy? Discuss their sisterly behavior and the reasons behind it.

4. Nature or nurture? Emma and Lucy were raised poor on the fringes of the wealthy, noble March family. How has this 

perspective shaped their characters? Would they have been different people had they enjoyed a more privileged life?

5. A reversal of fortune can have important repercussions on a person's character. Discuss the ways in which Lucy, 

Ludlow, Sir Cederic, and Lucian Snow changed as a result of their revised circumstances. Were these changes positive?

6. Alessandro Fornacci offers Julia a different life than the one she is currently leading. What do you think attracted 

Alessandro to Julia in the first place? Would she have been happy accepting his proposal?

7. The relationship between Julia and Morag is colorful to say the very least. Which of the two women is the more 

conventional? Discuss why. Could or should Julia replace Morag with someone else?

8. The story of Mariah Young gives the reader greater insight into Nicholas Brisbane's early life. How has this 

relationship shaped his life?

9. Julia's makes an unexpected, generous gift to Magda that some might describe as impulsive. Why did she do this? 

Was it the right thing to do?

10. Was there something about this story that took you by surprise? Discuss.

11. Titled, moneyed people of this time tended to remain inside their own social circle. It appears as if Lord March and 

Nicholas Brisbane ventured beyond the social bounds of the day. What do you suppose is the nature of the relationship 

between them?

12. Even for an unconventional family like the Marches, the situations that played out in Silent in the Sanctuary are 

very unusual. Would you agree that Lord March may finally want to settle into a more placid and quiet life? Did the 

events of this story take a toll on him?

13. Villains come in all shapes and sizes, and from all walks of life. Who, among the various villains in Silent in the 

Sanctuary has the most to atone for?

Author Bio

Deanna Raybourn is the New York Times bestselling and Edgar® Award?nominated author of the Veronica Speedwell 

mysteries, the Lady Julia Grey series, and several stand-alone novels, including KILLERS OF A CERTAIN AGE. She 

lives in Virginia with her family.



Critical Praise

?A sassy heroine and a masterful, secretive hero. Fans of romantic mystery could ask no more --- except the promised 

sequel.?
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