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About the Book

In San Francisco, the souls of the dead are mysteriously disappearing --- and you know that cant be good --- in New
York Times bestselling author Christopher Moore?s delightfully funny sequel to A DIRTY JOB.

Something really strange is happening in the City by the Bay. People are dying, but their souls are not being collected.
Someone --- or something --- is stealing them and no one knows where they are going, or why, but it has something to
do with that big orange bridge. Death Merchant Charlie Asher is just as flummoxed as everyone else. He?s trapped in the
body of a 14-inch-tall ?meat puppet? waiting for his Buddhist nun girlfriend, Audrey, to find him a suitable new body to
play host.

To get to the bottom of this abomination, a motley crew of heroes will band together: the seven-foot-tall death merchant
Minty Fresh; retired policeman turned bookseller Alphonse Rivera; the Emperor of San Francisco and his dogs, Bummer
and Lazarus; and Lily, the former Goth girl. Now if only they can get little Sophie to stop babbling about the coming
battle for the very soul of humankind.

Discussion Guide

1. Christopher Moore uses humor to tackle death, violence, suicide, the afterlife, religion, parenting and partnership.
Why isit effective?

2. Does the lighthearted tone of SECONDHAND SOUL S distract from some of the serious content or draw attention to
it?

3. Discuss Moore's use of religion and folklore. He draws heavily from Buddhism, not only in crafting Audrey's
character but in having her explain the metaphysics of the novel. He also brings in characters from ancient Egyptian and
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Celtic belief systems. Do you find this to be a surprising mix? Was it successful ?

4. Moore has created a diverse cast of characters. Who did you like the most, and who was the most frustrating to you?
Which did you want to know more about? Which could you imagine spending time with and why?

5. What motivates the main characters like Charlie, Audrey, Minty, Lilyand Rivera? Is it a sense of duty? Adventure?
Something else? Why take on such dangerous tasks, or were they |eft no choice?

6. Consider the character of Mike Sullivan: What are his motivations for suicide? Do his actions make sense? As a ?beta
male,? how is he similar to Charlie Asher?

7. In putting souls into her creations, the Squirrel People, did Audrey remind you of Mary Shelley's Dr. Frankenstein?
What do you think her responsibility was to her animated creatures? Were you surprised they rebelled against her?

8. Why was it so important for Lily to be special or have a gift like the other main characters? How would specialness
benefit her? When she discovers that she is the only one who can communicate with the ghosts on the bridge, does it
change her at all?

9. SECONDHAND SOULS has some unique romances. Minty Fresh and Lily; Charlie and Audrey; Mike Sullivan and
Concepcion. Which was most compelling and why? Which relationship was the most romantic, and which challenged

the typical understanding of romance or love?

10. How, according to the novel, is love able to transcend death and physicality? Think of the relationships of Charlie
and Audrey, and Mike Sullivan and Concepcion, for example. Is this transcendence perhaps Moore's larger point? Or do
you think that the setup isjust avehicle for humor? Is there any real connection here between body and soul ?

11. Discuss the novel's ending. How does the idea of ghosts pausing on bridges support the view of the universe that the
book lays out? Why do you think that bridges, according to the story, are the gathering places of ghosts? Does Moore
distinguish between ghosts and souls? If so, how?

12. Many of the Death Merchants in the novel work as actual merchants, selling things like music and books. Why do
you think that is?

13. SECONDHAND SOULS s a sequel to A DIRTY JOB. Did you find that the first book was necessary to enjoying
and following the second? Or would SECONDHAND SOUL S work as a stand-alone novel?

14. SECONDHAND SOUL S might be described as a comedy about death, but there is much more to it. How would you

explain the book to someone who hasn't read it? What type of reader would you recommend it to and why?
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