
Love, Rosie (Rosie Dunne)
by Cecelia Ahern

About the Book

Rosie and Alex are destined for one another, and everyone seems to know it but them. Best friends since childhood, their 

relationship gets closer by the day, until Alex gets the news that his family is leaving Dublin and moving to Boston. At 

17, Rosie and Alex have just started to see each other in a more romantic light. Devastated, the two make plans for Rosie 

to apply to colleges in the U.S. She gets into Boston University, Alex gets into Harvard, and everything is falling into 

place, when on the eve of her departure, Rosie gets news that will change their lives forever: She's pregnant by a boy 

she'd gone out with while on the rebound from Alex. Her dreams for college, Alex, and a glamorous career dashed, 

Rosie stays in Dublin to become a single mother, while Alex pursues a medical career and a new love in Boston. But 

destiny is a funny thing, and in this novel, structured as a series of clever e-mails, letters, notes, and a trail of missed 

opportunities, Alex and Rosie find out that fate isn't done with them yet.

From the gifted author of PS, I Love You comes this charming, romantic, addictively page-turning novel that will keep 

readers laughing and guessing until the very last page.

Discussion Guide

1. Rosie and Alex friends from childhood. How did your earliest friends affect your life? How does their friendship 

compare to yours? How does Rosie present herself to Alex, and he to her?

2. As Rosie and Alex get older, their friendship changes. What changes their friendship--age, love, distance, being of the 

opposite sex?
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3. How does Cecelia Ahern tell this story? Why might an author choose this narrative style? What are some of the 

advantages of this type of narrative? What other type of narration could be used?

Explore whether or not this (these) would have been as effective, and why.

4. Do you have long distance friends? How hard/easy is this? How do you think the physical separation between Rosie 

and Alex affected their relationship?

5. Do you think the setting of the story makes an impact? Do you think Rosie's story would be different if she was born 

and raised in the United States?

6. Do you think the intimacy of Rosie and Alex's relationship with each other meant that they were emotionally cheating 

on their spouses? Do you think people need to explain these type of close friendships to others?

7. How does instant messaging affect the storytelling? What do these exchanges add to your understanding of the 

characters? How does this connection affect their otherwise long-distance relationship?

8. Think about Alex's love letter to Rosie that Rosie doesn't find til much later. What would have happened if Rosie 

found the letter immediately?

9. Looking at Chapter 20, share whether or not you agree with Phil when he tells Alex, "don't be the prick that tries to 

break up her marriage. She'll never forgive you for that."

10. Rosie and Alex love each other, but it takes them a long time to realize that the feeling is mutual. Can a man and a 

woman just be friends? Would you tell your best friend that you loved them? What risks are involved? And are they 

worth it?

11. How does family affect Rosie and Alex's life? How do her friends and acquaintances play a role? How did they, 

knowingly and unknowingly, change the course of her life? Is it fate or coincidence that brings people in and out of their 

lives?

Author Bio

Cecelia Ahern is the author of the international bestsellers PS, I LOVE YOU; LOVE, ROSIE; IF YOU COULD SEE 

ME NOW; THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HERE; and THE GIFT. Her novels have been translated into 35 languages and 

have sold more than 25 million copies in over 50 countries. Two of her books have been adapted as major films, and she 

has created several TV series in the US and Germany. She lives in Dublin with her family.

Critical Praise

"Ahern's skill lies in her ability to pick simple stories and inject them with a fresh, sunny humous that's totally 

individual... This bittersweet story is a skillfully worked tale that relies on the warmth and appeal of its characters to 



draw you in rather than saccharine sentiment. A winner."
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