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Discussion Guide

1.)In the first three chapters, Alice's story moves from third-person point of view, to second, then to first. While most of 

the story is told from first-person point of view, what effect does the shift have on your responses to the story? Through 

which viewpoint do you feel most connected with the character? Why? What do you think Scott hoped to achieve in 

shifting the point of view? In what way does the shift contribute to the mood of the story? 

2.) Scott uses a literary technique known as "stream of consciousness." Alice's thoughts and memories are presented as 

they flow through her mind with no regard for logical order or sentence structure. Her thoughts are sometimes 

fragmented; they shift over time and space, and can be difficult to follow. Find passages in the text in which Alice's 

thoughts leap across time and space. Discuss what these scenes tell us about Alice. What effect does the stream of 

consciousness technique have on the reader? How does the use of stream of consciousness contribute to the overall 

story? 

3.) How would you describe Ray? What events in his life have made him who he is? Find passages that support your 

thoughts. What character(s) does he resemble from other literary works or films. What actors can you envision playing 

his role in a movie? Why? 

4.) Ray doesn't want Alice to grow up. He starves her to keep her small and makes her wear little girls' clothing that is 

too small for a young adolescent girl. In what ways do you see Alice behaving childlike? In what ways is she mature? 

Would you call Alice naive? Why or why not? 

5.) How does Alice feel about herself? What does the phrase "living dead girl" mean to her? Who does she hold 
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responsible for the life she lives and the person she has become? 

6.) How would you describe the relationship between Alice and Ray? Does he love her? Does she care for him? Find 

passages to support your thoughts. 

Ray plans to abduct another child and sends Alice to the playground in search of a young girl. Alice finds "Annabel" and 

tells Ray about her. What does she think about Annabel and how does she feel about Ray kidnapping another child? 

7.) When Alice first meets Jake and accompanies him to his car, he recognizes Alice's detachment and is horrified. What 

does her lack of emotion suggest about who she has become? Why is she void of emotion? In what ways has she become 

like Ray? 

8.) Jake tries to help Alice in the end. Why do you think he did so? Why did he take a gun to the park instead of 

reporting his suspicions to the police? 

9.) A number of key phrases reoccur throughout the story. For example, the narrator frequently repeats the phrase, "Once 

upon a time." Find passages containing this phrase. Why does the author repeat the phrase? How does it influence your 

thoughts about Alice? What additional phrases are repeated? What effect do they have? 

10.) At one point when Ray is abusing Alice she thinks, "...the thing about hearts is that they always want to keep 

beating." What does this passage say about her resiliency and the way in which the story plays out in the end? Point to 

evidence that supports your thinking. 

11.) Many children today are abducted, abused, and held in captivity -- many are held for years like Alice, and when 

given opportunities to escape, they don't. Alice stays home alone and watches the soaps while Ray works; she goes out 

occasionally -- sometimes with Ray knowing; other times not. Why does she not leave? How does Ray hold her 

emotionally captive? Find passages that support your ideas. 

12.) Alice is disturbed that no one notices that something is terribly wrong with her life. How does the outside world 

play a part in Alice's plight? In your opinion, could society have helped save Alice? How?

Author Bio

Elizabeth Scott is a critically acclaimed author whose many works of teen fiction exemplify her talent at writing across a 

variety of genres. Her work has received numerous industry accolades and myriad endorsements from authors such as 

Sarah Dessen, Deb Caletti, Susane Colasanti and Melissa de la Cruz. She lives just outside Washington, D.C., with her 

husband.
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