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About the Book

Sam Elling works for an internet dating company, but he still can't get a date. So he creates an algorithm that will 

match you with your soul mate. Sam meets the love of his life, a coworker named Meredith, but he also gets fired 

when the company starts losing all their customers to Mr. and Ms. Right.

When Meredith's grandmother, Livvie, dies suddenly, Sam uses his ample free time to create a computer program 

that will allow Meredith to have one last conversation with her grandmother. Mining from all her 

correspondence?email, Facebook, Skype, texts?Sam constructs a computer simulation of Livvie who can respond 

to email or video chat just as if she were still alive. It's not supernatural, it's computer science.

Meredith loves it, and the couple begins to wonder if this is something that could help more people through their 

grief. And thus, the company RePose is born. The business takes off, but for every person who just wants to say 

good-bye, there is someone who can't let go.

In the meantime, Sam and Meredith's affection for one another deepens into the kind of love that once tasted, you 

can't live without. But what if one of them suddenly had to? This entertaining novel, delivers a charming and 

bittersweet romance as well as a lump in the throat exploration of the nature of love, loss, and life (both real and 

computer simulated). Maybe nothing was meant to last forever, but then again, sometimes love takes on a life of its 

own.
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1. RePose takes heat from the press and from religious groups. What do you think those groups? reactions would 

be if this technology existed? Are their concerns legitimate?

2. Why does Meredith start to become disillusioned with the virtual Livvie?

3. For which of their clients does RePose seem to work best? And for whom does it work less well? What seems to 

make the difference?

4. Do Dash and Meredith seem like family? They?re very different, but what do they have in common?

5. There?s a lot of loss in this book, but there?s a lot gained as well, especially in the way of new and sometimes 

surprising family. What?s gained here? What new love does RePose bring about?

6. Why does Sam tell Julia she can?t RePose? Is he right or wrong to deny her the chance to speak with her 

daughter again?

7. Meredith is really our own Dead Loved One, the only projection we know both before and after death, so she?s 

our chance to see whether RePose really works. Does it? Is Meredith?s projection a good likeness of her? A 

satisfying one? When she says things she?s said before, do you feel more joy at remembering or despair at her 

loss?

8. Penny and Josh both argue that RePose is for the dying. Who benefits most from RePose -- the dying, the living, 

or the dead? How does it help each of those groups?

9. Sam feels that he?s been forgiven at the very end of the novel. What sins does he think he?s committed, and do 

you agree? Should he be sorry? How can he make amends?

10. Why does Meredith get the last word? What hope does she offer?

11. Does the technology in this book seem plausible?

12. How much of your identity is online? If RePose existed, how well do you think you could be recreated based on 

your online archive? How is the picture of you presented on Facebook or Twitter or other social media sites an 

accurate one, and how is it less accurate?

13. If RePose existed, would you use it? Who would you contact? Would you video chat or just email? What would 

you say if you could?

14. What should happen to our online identities?our Facebook pages and old emails and video chats and Twitter 

feeds and archived texts and blogs, etc.?after we die? How can social media help the loved ones we leave behind?



Author Bio

Laurie Frankel is the New York Times bestselling, award-winning author of five novels. Her writing has also appeared in 

The New York Times, The Guardian, The Washington Post, Poets & Writers, Publisher?s Weekly, People Magazine, Lit 

Hub, The Sydney Morning Herald and other publications. She is the recipient of the Washington State Book Award and 

the Endeavor Award. Her novels have been translated into more than 25 languages and been optioned for film and TV. 

A former college professor, she now writes full-time in Seattle, Washington, where she lives with her family and makes 

good soup.

Goodbye for Now
by Laurie Frankel

Publication Date: August 7, 2012

Genres: Fiction

Hardcover: 304 pages

Publisher: Doubleday

ISBN-10: 0385536186

ISBN-13: 9780385536189

https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/authors/laurie-frankel
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/fiction

