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About the Book

Nicole Galland, author of THE FOOL'S TALE, turns her clever pen toward re-imagining the famous legend of Lady 

Godiva in this expertly crafted historical novel set in Anglo-Saxon England.

 

A 12th-century noblewoman, Lady Godiva is infamous for riding naked through Coventry to relieve her people of her 

husband?s unfair and oppressive taxation. Leofric, Earl of Mercia, said he would ease the tax burden if she would ride 

through the streets, wearing only her glorious, long hair. In doing so she risked everything, including her home and well-

being.

 

Told with humor and precise attention to detail, Nicole Galland?s GODIVA brings to life the adventures of the 

legendary lady, her husband and her best friend the Abbess Egdiva in thrilling detail. It?s an entertaining tale of courtly 

intrigue, deceit, and romance that is sure to captivate fans of literary and historical fiction.

Discussion Guide

1. Discuss Godiva?s use of flirtation as a political tactic. Do you find this to be a positive or a negative trait? Why? 

2. If you?ve addressed Question #1 from a 21st century vantage point, address it from the 11th century 

perspective, or vice versa. Is there a difference?

3. Discuss Godiva?s friendship with Edgiva. They are quite critical of each other regarding their (significant) 

differences, but they retain a deep bond. What does each of them get out of it? 

4. Have you ever been in a friendship with a similar dynamic? Which character did you more resemble?
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5. Whom do you find the most and least sympathetic characters in the story? Why?

6. Consider the Land Ceremony ritual, which clearly blended paganism and Catholicism in the 11th century. Why 

do you think the Church rejected pagan elements over the following centuries? What aspects of paganism has 

Christianity retained? Why those elements and not others?

7. Do you agree with Godiva?s decision to make the ride? Why or why not? 

8. Have you ever found yourself similarly pushed into making a choice in a ?no-win? situation? How did you decide 

what choice to make?

9. What decision about her future do you think Edgiva would have made if Godiva had not shown up at Leominster?

10. What do you think of Leofric?s relationship with Godiva? Would he have shunned her if she had been 

excommunicated? Why or why not?

11. Godiva and Edgiva are fairly vocal about what changes they?d like to see in each other, but if each could 

change one thing about herself, what do you think it might be?

Author Bio

Nicole Galland?s novels span the spectrum from historical (THE FOOL'S TALE, REVENGE OF THE ROSE, 

CROSSED, GODIVA) to Shakespearean (I, IAGO) to contemporary rom-com (STEPDOG) to speculative fiction (New 

York Times bestselling THE RISE AND FALL OF D.O.D.O. co-written with Neal Stephenson).

She has also worked as a stage director, dramaturg and X-wing fighter pilot.
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