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About the Book

Eat, Drink, Gossip...Who said Poker Night was just for the Guys?

Dissatisfied both with writing a "Single Girl on the Edge/Ledge/Verge" column and with her boyfriend, Ruby Capote 

sends her best columns and a six-pack of beer to the editor of The New York News and lands herself a job in the big 

city. There, Ruby undertakes the venerable tradition of Poker Night?a way (as men have always known) to eat, drink, 

smoke, analyze, interrupt one another, share stories, and, most of all, raise the stakes.

When Ruby falls for her boss, though, all bets are off. What happens when Mr. Right has his own unresolved past? As 

smart as it is laugh-out-loud funny, Girls' Poker Night is a refreshingly upbeat look at friendship, work, and love.

Discussion Guide

1. The first line of the book is "Happy endings aren't for cowards." What does this mean to Ruby? How does it relate to 

the other characters in the book?

2. Ruby's father's name is Adam (p. 55) what is the significance of the 'first man' in Ruby's life? How does this 

relationship influence future relationships?

3. Does the way in which Ruby's relationship with Dr. Steve is cut short reinforce her relationship with her father?

4. Ruby's friends are very much an extended family.

Like families, they share similarities. Besides a love of poker, and gossip, what traits do they share? (explore humor 

here, or fear of commitment, a sense of being 'stuck')
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5. Why did the author choose to have John, Ruby's brother, be ten years older than Ruby? What might the author have 

been trying to accomplish? How does this relate to the loss of Ruby's father?

 

6. What reasons might Ruby have had for becoming a writer? The letters she received from Michael, the columns she 

writes ... how do these reinforce the themes of loss and searching?

7. What role does therapy play in Ruby's life? What role does writing play? Are there similarities between the two?

8. Toward the end of the book, Ruby witnesses a woman's death, and then writes her obituary. This is an important 

moment for Ruby. Why?

9. When Ruby visits Psychic Randy, and recalls that she did not attend her father's funeral -- why would the author 

choose to have this revealed in the midst of the psyhic instead of the therapist?

10. Much like Dorothy in "The Wizard of Oz" Ruby realizes the 'answers' are within, instead of being in the external 

world. Is this a relief?

11. Like Ruby, the Cadaver is a flawed character. Unlike Ruby, her name is never revealed. Why might the author 

choose not to reveal the Cadaver's name?

Author Bio

Jill A. Davis was a writer for ?The Late Show with David Letterman,? where she received five Emmy nominations. She 

has also written several network pilots, screenplays, and short stories. She lives in New York City with her husband and 

daughter.

Critical Praise

"Davis writes like a professional comic, [with] witty prose and cute anecdotes."
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