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About the Book

#1 bestselling author Lisa Scottoline offers a sweeping and shattering epic of historical fiction fueled by shocking 

true events, the tale of a love triangle that unfolds in the heart of Rome...in the creeping shadow of fascism.

What war destroys, only love can heal.

Elisabetta, Marco and Sandro grow up as the best of friends despite their differences. Elisabetta is a feisty beauty who 

dreams of becoming a novelist; Marco the brash and athletic son in a family of professional cyclists; and Sandro a 

Jewish mathematics prodigy, kindhearted and thoughtful, the son of a lawyer and a doctor. Their friendship blossoms to 

love, with both Sandro and Marco hoping to win Elisabetta's heart.

But in the autumn of 1937, all of that begins to change as Mussolini asserts his power, aligning Italy's Fascists with 

Hitler's Nazis and altering the very laws that govern Rome. In time, everything that the three hold dear --- their families, 

their homes and their connection to one another --- is tested in ways they never could have imagined.

As anti-Semitism takes legal root and World War II erupts, the threesome realizes that Mussolini was only the 

beginning. The Nazis invade Rome, and with their occupation come new atrocities against the city's Jews, culminating in 

a final, horrific betrayal. Against this backdrop, the intertwined fates of Elisabetta, Marco, Sandro and their families will 

be decided, in a heartbreaking story of both the best and the worst that the world has to offer.

Unfolding over decades, ETERNAL is a tale of loyalty and loss, family and food, love and war --- all set in one of the 

world's most beautiful cities at its darkest moment. This moving novel will be forever etched in the hearts and minds of 

readers.
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Discussion Guide

1. ETERNAL opens with Elisabetta?s story, and the prologue raises the question of the paternity of her son. Did that 

matter to you as you read along and, if so, how? Did you keep it in mind or forget about it? What do you think happens 

to Elisabetta and her family after the novel?s end? How do you think her son will react to learning his mother?s and 

father?s secrets?

2. At the beginning of ETERNAL, Lisa Scottoline quotes the late Italian novelist Ignazio Silone, who said, ?Let 

everyone, then, have the right to tell his story in his own way.? Why is it so important for Elisabetta to tell her own 

story --- and, particularly, to write it? Isn?t everyone?s life story compelling in some way? Did you ever have the urge to 

write or tell yours, if only for yourself and your family? Do you ever wish you knew more about the life story of your 

own parents?

3. If you read the Author?s Note, you learned that some of the incidents in ETERNAL were inspired by true events that 

took place in Mussolini?s ventennio and World War II. This applies to the horrific events as well as the inspiring ones. 

Were you aware of these events before reading the novel? Did any of the historical events surprise you? Did knowing 

that many of the novel?s events are true shape the way you felt about what you had read? And how about the characters 

based on actual historical figures? Did they interest you and, if so, why?

4. How do Sandro?s and Marco?s feelings for Elisabetta transform over the course of the novel? Why do you believe 

that each of them fell in love with her? What was their ultimate expression of this love? Do you think that Elisabetta 

ended up with the ?right? person? Whom would you choose?

5. ETERNAL is a novel about families, too. Compare and contrast the parents of Marco, Elisabetta and Sandro. Each 

parent faced their own struggles and made what could be considered mistakes while raising their children, as all parents 

do. How were the three main characters affected by them? Why do you think their parents each made the decisions that 

they did?

6. How does Marco?s attitude toward the Fascist party change? What attracted him to their ethos? Or do you think he 

was indoctrinated into their belief system? Love of country is beautiful, but when does it turn ugly? When does fandom 

turn into a cult of personality? Why did Marco?s brothers take a different view? Take a look at the different events that 

bring about the transformation in Marco?s loyalties during ETERNAL.

7. The father/son conflict between Beppe and Marco, and between Massimo and Sandro, helps and hurts all four men, 

and the mother/daughter conflict between Serafina and Elisabetta shapes Elisabetta in many ways. Is that still true, or 

have modern psychology and times affected our view of the parent/child relationship?

8. Rome is practically a character in ETERNAL; we get to experience the culture, atmosphere and feel of the city. 

Discuss your impressions of the setting, and of how Rome impacts each of the characters. How is the story influenced by 

a feeling of community --- or, at other times, of isolation? How is ?community? built in the novel?

9. Is there a hero in ETERNAL? Is there a villain? How do our perceptions of ?heroes? and ?villains? change throughout 

the read? How do each of the main characters show bravery during the occupation of Rome or at other times? What do 



you think constitutes heroism during wartime?

10. So much has been written about World War II in fiction, but how is ETERNAL different? Did you learn anything 

new about the Holocaust? Additionally, why is it so important to tell the stories of the Jewish families who died during 

the Nazi raid on the Ghetto and the subsequent deportations?

11. A major difference between Fascism in Italy and Nazism in Germany is that Fascism did not begin as anti-Semitic, 

as the novel shows. What other similarities and differences do you see? Were you surprised to learn that Hitler imitated 

Mussolini and not the other way around? How can an entire population lose its way so profoundly? Do you understand it 

better as a result of the book, or not?

12. Discuss the meaning of the quote near the end of ETERNAL: ?Hate was eternal, but above all, so was love.? Take a 

look at this quote in the context of each of the surviving characters? lives and actions.

Author Bio

Lisa Scottoline is a #1 bestselling and Edgar Award-winning author of 37 novels. She also wrote and a series of 

humorous memoirs, co-authored with her daughter, novelist Francesca Serritella. Lisa is President of Mystery Writers of 

America, and she reviews fiction for the New York Times, Washington Post and The Philadelphia Inquirer.

A former trial lawyer, Lisa graduated magna cum laude in three years from the University of Pennsylvania and cum 

laude from its law school, where she taught Justice & Fiction. There are 30 million copies of her books in print, and she 

is published in 35 countries. She lives on a Pennsylvania farm with an array of disobedient pets, and she wouldn?t have 

it any other way.
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