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About the Book

Acclaimed author Syrie James approaches Bram Stoker's classic Dracula with a breathtaking new perspective --- as, for
the first time, Mina Harker records the shocking story of her scandalous seduction and sexual rebirth.

Who is this magnetic, fascinating man? And how could one woman fall so completely under his spell?

Mina Harker is torn between two men. Struggling to hang on to the deep, pure love she's found within her marriage to
her husband, Jonathan, she is inexorably drawn into a secret, passionate affair with a charismatic but dangerous lover.
This haunted and haunting creature has awakened feelings and desires within her that she has never before known, which
remake her as awoman.

Although everyone she knows fears him and is pledged to destroy him, Mina sees a side to him that the others cannot: a
tender, romantic side; a man who's taken full advantage of his gift of immortality to expand his mind and talents; a man
who is deeply in love, and who may not be evil after al. Y et to surrender is surely madness, for to be with him could end
her life. It may cost Mina al she holds dear, but to make her choice she must learn everything she can about the
remarkabl e origins and sensuous powers of this man, this exquisite monster, this?Draculal

Discussion Guide

1. Who are your favorite charactersin Dracula, My Love, and why? Who is your least favorite character? How is Count
Dracula similar to or different from the Dracula portrayed in Bram Stoker's novel, and/or in any of the film versions

you've seen?

2. Compare and contrast the characters of Lucy and Minain Dracula, My L ove. How do the differences between them
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ultimately affect their fates?

3. Discuss Minas character arc. At the beginning of the story, what are her viewpoints regarding love, marriage, a
woman's role in society, and the need to follow that society's rules? Is Mina an example of traditional Victorian mores?
How does Mina grow and change over the course of the story?

4. Early in the novel, Mina admits that she's always told Lucy everything, and that she and Jonathan made a solemn pact
to be completely honest with each other. Yet Mina conceals her relationship with Mr. Wagner/Dracula from both Lucy
and Jonathan. Why? How does the burden of carrying that secret affect her and influence the choices she makes?

5. What are Jonathan's and Dracula's respective strengths and weaknesses? Why is Mina attracted to them both? Do you
think she loves one more than the other, or just loves them in a different way? Do you empathize and connect with her
feelings for Dracula? Who do you think is Mina's ideal mate?

6. A long list of evilsis attributed to Dracula, most which he refutes. How plausible are his explanations? Do you think
he was telling the truth? After hearing Draculas version of events, did you feel sympathy for him?

7. When does Dracula begin to have feelings for Mina, and why? How does he go about pursuing her? Knowing that she
is already engaged, what do you think he hopes and expects? How does their relationship build and grow over the course
of the novel?

8. How does the tel epathic bond between Mina and Dracula enhance the story and move the plot forward?

9. Discuss the scenes which explore the truth of Mina's parentage and personal history. How does her back story add to
her character and to the novel as a whole? How does Mina and Jonathan's shared history influence their present and

future?

10. Discuss Draculds origin story as revealed in the novel. How did his persona misfortunes shape the being he
becomes? Do you admire him for the choices he's made? Why or why not?

11. If you had an eternity before you, how would you spend it?

12. Mina reminds Jonathan that her dreams often come true. Did this fact affect your expectations while reading the
novel? How does Minas dream imagery serve the story? When Mina dreams that Dracula makes love to her, do you
think it wasredly just adream?

13. There are many unanswered questions in Bram Stoker's novel, such as Draculas origin, his motivation for coming to
Whitby and London, and the truth behind all that occurs at his castle. How does the author address these and other
unanswered questionsin Dracula, My L ove? Did you find the answers believable and satisfying?

14. Did reading Mina's story in the first person enhance the experience for you? What are the benefits of telling a story
from the main character's perspective, rather than the third person? What are the limitations?

15. Discuss the pros and cons of a vampire's existence as explained in the novel. Do you think Mina made the right



choice at the end? Given her options, would you have made the same choice? Why or why not?

16. What physical and psychological changes does Mina experience when she is certain she is becoming a vampire?
Were you surprised by the final revelation?

17. Discuss the book's climax and resolution. Do you think the ending was appropriate? What caused Dracula to react
and behave the way he did? At the final moment, do you think he did the right thing?

18. Examine the final paragraph of the novel. In what ways has Mina's relationship with Dracula changed her forever?

Author Bio

Syrie James is the bestselling author of DRACULA, MY LOVE, the criticaly acclaimed THE SECRET DIARIES OF
CHARLOTTE BRONTE, selected by the Women's National Book Association as a Great Group Read of 2009, and THE
LOST MEMOIRS OF JANE AUSTEN, which became an international bestseller, and was named a Best First Novel of
2008 by the Library Journal.

Tranglation rights for Syrie's books have been sold in 15 languages. An admitted Anglophile, she lives in Los Angeles
and is amember of the Writer's Guild of America.

Critical Praise

"James gives readers an intriguing alternate theory as to the events that occurred in Stoker?s classic horror tale while at
the same time delivering a spooky yet thoroughly romantic love story."
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