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About the Book

Best-selling author Karen Kingsbury weaves another dramatic story of tragedy and redemption!

Mary Madison was a child of unspeakable horrors, a young woman society wanted to forget. Now a divine power has set 

Mary free to bring life-changing hope and love to battered and abused women living in the shadow of the nation's capital.

Mary is educated and redeemed, a powerful voice in Washington, D.C. --- both to the politically elite and to other 

women like her. But she also has a past that shamed polite society. Her experiences created in her paralyzing fear, 

faithlessness, addiction, and promiscuity. At the crossroads of her life, only one power set Mary free and gave her a 

lifetime of love and hope. A power that could only be Divine.

Discussion Guide

1. We know very little about the real Mary Magdalene. What we know for certain is that Jesus rescued her of seven 

demons --- Scripture tells us that twice.

Mary Madison was delivered from seven strongholds also: fear, lying, self-inflicted pain, addiction, faithlessness, 

promiscuity, and thoughts of taking her life. How could any one of these ruin a person's life? Explain how these troubles 

were too strong for Mary to work out by herself.

2. What strongholds have you seen in your life or the lives of people you know? Give an example of how Jesus has 

rescued you or one of those people.
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3. Do you think the real Mary Magdalene understood that Jesus was divine --- fully man and fully God? Why or why 

not?

4. We also know that Mary Magdalene made a major impact in the spread of Christianity, the ministry of Christ. She 

loved Jesus with all her life and resources. How did you see that part of Mary Magdalene's real story played out in 

DIVINE, through the life of Mary Madison?

5. Why did Mary Madison believe so completely in the divinity of Christ? What proof have you seen in your life of the 

power and divinity of Christ?

6. Jesus was the original storyteller. Look through one or more parables from the Bible. Retell one or two.

7. Why do you think Jesus told stories? How has your life been changed by the power of a story?

8. What do you know of the novel THE DA VINCI CODE? How has it changed the beliefs of people in your circle?

9. Do you think it's possible for society to be changed by a work of fiction? Why or why not?

10. Mary Madison was a victim through most of her life. Explain how you felt about Mary's childhood.

11. What are your thoughts on the pain in this world? Why do you think God allows it, and what can be gained from it?

12. How did Mary's past shape her into the adult she became?

13. Oftentimes being a victim can lead to a life of poor choices. How did this happen in Mary's life? in Emma's life?

14. Addiction is often a consequence of poor choices. Give an example of how worldly answers to addiction fall short. 

Why is freedom from addiction proof that a divine power intervened?

15. Explain how Nigel Townsend was finally able to convince Mary of Christ's love. What was the illustration he acted 

out for her, and why was it so powerful? What emotional impact did you experience while reading that scene?

16. How were you personally convinced of Christ's love? What led to that moment, and how did it affect your life?

17. Many times Mary and Nigel would pray and hear a response from God. Have you ever prayed and heard or felt a 

response? Describe how that happened and how it made you feel.

18. Was there a time in your life when you prayed fervently for something and then felt that your prayers were not 

answered? How did you react? Did that change your relationship with Christ?

19. Read the Bible passages about Mary Magdalene (see author's note at the beginning of this book). If Mary were alive 

today, what do you think she would say about heretical teachings that she and Jesus were married?

20. Do you think Mary would have wanted to play a part in defending the divinity of Christ? Why or why not?



Author Bio

Karen Kingsbury, #1 New York Times bestselling novelist, is America?s favorite inspirational storyteller, with more than 

25 million copies of her award-winning books in print. Her last dozen titles have topped bestseller lists, and many of her 

novels are under development as TV movies and major motion pictures. Her many Baxter books will be the subject of a 

new TV series --- "The Baxter Family" --- debuting later this year with Roma Downey, Mark Burnett and MGM Studios. 

Karen is also an adjunct professor of writing at Liberty University. She lives in Tennessee with her husband, Don, and 

their five sons, three of whom are adopted from Haiti. Their actress daughter, Kelsey, lives nearby and is married to 

Christian recording artist Kyle Kupecky. The couple recently welcomed their first child, Hudson.
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