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About the Book

For fans of A MAN CALLED OVE and the novels of Adriana Trigiani, a charming, delightfully sexy and 

bighearted novel starring Auntie Poldi, Sicily?s newest amateur sleuth

On her 60th birthday, Auntie Poldi retires to Sicily, intending to while away the rest of her days with good wine, a view 

of the sea and few visitors. But Sicily isn?t quite the tranquil island she thought it would be, and something always 

seems to get in the way of her relaxation. When her handsome young handyman goes missing --- and is discovered 

murdered --- she can?t help but ask questions.

Soon there?s an investigation, a smoldering police inspector, a romantic entanglement, one false lead after another, a 

rooftop showdown, and finally, of course, Poldi herself, slightly tousled but still perfectly poised.

This ?masterly treat? (Times Literary Supplement) will transport you to the rocky shores of Torre Archirafi, to a Sicily 

full of quirky characters, scorching days and velvety nights, alongside a protagonist who?s as fiery as the Sicilian sun.

Discussion Guide

1. Why do Valérie and Poldi hit it off immediately? What do they see in each other that leads to their strong friendship?

2. Poldi is sexy and sassy, with a vibrant romantic life --- characteristics we often see in younger protagonists, but not 

often in older ones. In what other ways does Poldi break with convention? Why do you think vibrant, sexy women of a 

certain age aren?t featured more frequently in movies and books?
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3. The author evokes a very strong sense of place. What were you drawn to most, the descriptions of the food, or of the 

landscape?

4. Poldi is immediately accepted by her neighbors, perhaps in spite of her quirks. But while she is an insider in many 

ways, she is also still an outsider as an expatriate. How does she reconcile this contradiction? Have you ever felt like an 

insider and an outsider at the same time? How did you reconcile that?

5. Why do you think Poldi choose policemen to photograph? What does it say about her thoughts surrounding authority?

6. Do you have a friend or relative who reminds you of Poldi? What is your relationship with him or her and how does 

your dynamic relate to the dynamic between Poldi and her nephew?

7. If you could choose any place to retire, as Poldi chose Sicily, where would you go and why?

8. Why does Poldi feel so honor-bound to Valentino? Could her motivation to solve his murder also be driven by self-

interest?

9. Poldi has a close but complicated relationship with each one of her sisters. At times, they can be a burden to her, but 

often they become her partners in crime. What are your relationships like with your siblings and how do you navigate 

and maintain those relationships as you grow older?

Author Bio

Mario Giordano, the son of Italian immigrants, was born in Munich. AUNTIE POLDI AND THE SICILIAN LIONS, his 

first novel translated into English, was an IndieNext Pick, a B&N Discover Selection, an Amazon Top Ten Best Book of 

the Month, and a Costco Staff Pick. He lives in Berlin.
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