ReadingGroupGuides

The online community for reading groups

Unforgivable Love: A Retelling of Dangerous
Liaisons

by Sophfronia Scott

RO G 1 vaB 1 |

i)

Jo0DE

SOPHFRONIA SCOTT

[

About the Book

In this vivid reimagining of the French classic LES LIAISONS DANGEREUSES, it?s the summer when Jackie
Robinson breaks Mgjor League Baseball?s color barrier and a sweltering stretch has Harlem?s elite fleeing the city for
Westchester County?s breezier climes, two predators stalk amidst the manicured gardens and fine old homes.

Heiress Mae Malveaux rules society with an angel?s smile and a heart of stone. She made up her mind long ago that
nobody would decide her fate. To have the pleasure she craves, control is paramount, especially control of the men Mae
attracts like mothsto aflame.

Valiant Jackson always gets what he wants --- and he?s wanted Mae for years. The door finally opens for him when Mae
strikes a bargain: seduce her virginal young cousin, Cecily, who is engaged to Frank Washington. Frank values her
innocence above all else. If successful, Val?s reward will be anight with Mae.

But Val secretly seeks another prize. Elizabeth Townsend is fiercely loyal to her church and her civil rights attorney
husband. Certainly there is something redeemable in Mr. Jackson. Little does she know that her worst mistake will be
Val?s greatest triumph.

Discussion Guide

1. When it comes to men, Mae Malveaux believes she has a Awell hidden contempt for their arrogance.? How well
hidden is that arrogance? In what ways do you feel her contempt is justified or unjustified? In which instances do you
see Mage?s behavior as awoman doing what she has to do in aman?s world?
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2. What, if anything, new did you discover about Harlem society in the 1930s and 1940s?

3. Have you seen any version of DANGEROUS LIAISONS (the mation picture or the play or even Cruel Intentions).
How did this lessen or increase your enjoyment of the novel?

4. Discuss the roles of 2keeping up appearances? in the actions of Mag, Val, Gladys, Cecily and Elizabeth.

5. Would Elizabeth have continued to be contented in her marriage had Va not come along? Or do you feel she was
aready beginning to emotionally separate from her husband and from that marriage? Why do you think Elizabeth was
attracted to Val to the point of being willing to sacrifice her way of life? Was it solely from love or were there other
motivations?

6. Do you believe Va truly changed for the better? Were you surprised at hisfate?

7. Jackie Robinson is a hero of Val?s. What do you think Val sees in Robinson that makes him idolize the player? Is it
solely his role in changing baseball, a sport Val loves, forever --- or are there attributes Va sees in Robinson that he
longs to emulate?

8. Areyou afan of other retellings of classic tales? What do you enjoy most about retellings?

9. What role do you think Mr. Travis playsin Cecily?s part of the story?

10. In which of the book?s settings would you feel most at home --- Harlem, Westchester, Paris or rural North Carolina?
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