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About the Book

Mary Hogan?s powerful and poignant debut novel about two sisters --- opposites in every way --- plus their mother and 

the secrets and lies that define them all.

One family, two sisters, a lifetime of secrets...

The third child in a family that wanted only two, Muriel Sullivant has always been an outsider. Short, dark-haired and 

round, she worships her beautiful blonde sister, Pia, and envies the close bond she shares with their mother, Lidia. 

Growing up in their shadow, Muriel believes that if she keeps all their secrets --- and she knows plenty, outsiders always 

do --- they will love her, too.

But that was a long time ago. Now an adult, Muriel has accepted the disappointments in her life. With her fourth-floor 

walk-up apartment and entry-level New York City job, she never will measure up to Pia and her wealthy husband, their 

daughter, and their suburban Connecticut dream home. Muriel would like nothing better than to avoid her judgmental 

family altogether. One thing she does quite well.

Until the day Pia shows up to visit and share devastating news that Muriel knows she cannot tell --- a secret that will 

force her to come to terms with the past and help her see her life and her family in unexpected new ways.

Discussion Guide

1. In what way does belief in God define and motivate the characters?

2. Why is Muriel such a good secret-keeper?
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3. If Muriel and Pia were closer in age, how might their relationship be different?

4. Is Lidia?s behavior forgivable?

5. Is Joanie a good or bad ?mother figure? for Muriel and why?

6. Should Owen have insisted on a divorce the moment he learned the truth about Pia?

7. What will happen with Muriel and John, the guy she meets at the end of the book?

8. Will Lidia and Owen grow old together or eventually grow apart?

9. Why did Muriel need to confront her brother, Logan, in person?

Author Bio

Mary Hogan is the bestselling author of TWO SISTERS and the historical novel THE WOMAN IN THE PHOTO. 

Previous novels include the young adult titles THE SERIOUS KISS, PERFECT GIRL and PRETTY FACE. Mary lives 

in New York City with her husband, actor Robert Hogan, and their Catahoula Leopard rescue dog, Lucy.
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