ReadingGroupGuides

The online community for reading groups

The Unfortunate | mportance of Beauty

by Amanda Filipacchi

About the Book

In the heart of New York City, a group of artistic friends struggles with society's standards of beauty. At the center are
Barb and Lily, two women at opposite ends of the beauty spectrum, but with the same problem: Each fears she will
never find a love that can overcome her looks. Barb, a stunningly beautiful costume designer, makes herself ugly in
hopes of finding true love. Meanwhile, her friend Lily, a brilliantly talented but plain-looking musician, goes to fantastic
lengths to attract the man who has rejected her --- with results that are as touching as they are transformative.

To complicate matters, Barb and Lily discover that they may have a murderer in their midst, that Barb?s calm disposition
is more dangerously provocative than her beauty ever was, and that Lily's musical talents are more powerful than anyone
could have imagined. Part literary whodunit, part surrealist farce, THE UNFORTUNATE IMPORTANCE OF BEAUTY
is a smart, modern-day fairy tale. With biting wit and offbeat charm, Amanda Filipacchi illuminates the labyrinthine
relationship between beauty, desire and identity, asking at every turn: What does it truly mean to alow oneself to be
seen?

Discussion Guide

1. In THE UNFORTUNATE IMPORTANCE OF BEAUTY, both Barb and Lily don disguises, of opposite kinds, to
hide what they really look like and thereby attract the man of their dreams. Can we consider Barb and Lily as foils for
one another in the novel ? Are their troubles finally the same or different?

2. Barb, Georgia and Lily are al artists. What kind of distinction does the novel make between physical beauty and
artistic beauty? Which is more powerful ? More important? Can one get in the way of the other? Can one serve the other?

How?

3. Would you consider THE UNFORTUNATE IMPORTANCE OF BEAUTY to be a comedy of manners? A murder
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mystery? A modern fairy tale? Or al of the above? Why?

4. The novel presents us with two different forms of love: love between friends and romantic love. Which is more
powerful? More important? What is the relationship between love and beauty in the novel ?

5. Which scenein the novel did you find funniest? Why?

6. Would you argue that the love between Strad and Lily isreal, even though it is based on alie? Why or why not?

7. Do you trust that Peter would have falen in love with Barb even if he had not known what she really looked like?
Why or why not? Does it matter?

8. Penelope earns her living by convincing customers that they have broken her ugly clay pots. Of this line of work, Barb
says she 2wouldn? be surprised if the art of deception became the true art of the piece.? Do you agree with Barb that
Penelope is akind of artist in her own right? Why or why not? How does her form of beauty, and art-making, play into
the themes established by Barb?s and Lily?s?

9. How does the background information that we get about Barb?s parents help us understand her relationship to her own
beauty? Is it really Gabriel?s suicide that causes her to don her disguise, do you think, or had her mother?s story been
troubling her as well?

10. How ?happy? did you find the ending? How did it resolve Lily?s and Barb?s more existentia problems with the
nature of physical beauty and of romantic love?

11. How important has physical beauty been in the trgjectory of your own life? Do you ever wish you could try on
another face? What difference do you think it would make?

Author Bio

Amanda Filipacchi is the author of four novels: NUDE MEN (Viking/Penguin 1993), VAPOR (Carroll & Graf, 1999),
LOVE CREEPS (St. Martin?s Press, 2005) and THE UNFORTUNATE IMPORTANCE OF BEAUTY (W. W. Norton,
Feb. 2015). Her fiction has been transated into 14 languages and been anthologized in THE BEST AMERICAN
HUMOR 1994 (Simon & Schuster), VOICES OF THE X-ILED (Doubleday) and THE GOOD PARTS: The Best Erotic
Writing in Modern Fiction (Berkley Books).

Her writing has appeared in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The New Yorker and The Atlantic.

Born in Paris, France, Amanda Filipacchi was educated in both France and the US, and has lived in New Y ork since the
age of 17. She earned a BA from Hamilton College and an MFA in creative writing from Columbia University.

She livesin Manhattan with Richard Hine, also a novelist.



The Unfortunate Importance of Beauty
by Amanda Filipacchi

Publication Date: February 16, 2015
Genres: Fiction, Literary Fiction
Hardcover: 336 pages

Publisher: W. W. Norton & Company
| SBN-10: 0393243877

I SBN-13: 9780393243871


https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/authors/amanda-filipacchi
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/fiction
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/literary-fiction

