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About the Book

The idea of "The Rapture" --- the return of Christ to rescue and deliver Christians off the earth --- is an extremely 

popular interpretation of the Bible's Book of Revelation and a jumping-off point for the best-selling "Left Behind" series 

of books. This interpretation, based on a psychology of fear and destruction, guides the daily acts of thousands if not 

millions of people worldwide. In The Rapture Exposed, Barbara Rossing argues that this script for the world's future is 

nothing more than a disingenuous distortion of the Bible. The truth, Rossing argues, is that Revelation offers a vision of 

God's healing love for the world. The Rapture Exposed reclaims Christianity from fundamentalists' destructive reading 

of the biblical story and back into God's beloved community.

Discussion Guide

1. Since no particular Bible passage uses the word "Rapture," why do so many people believe that the Bible teaches that 

God will snatch Christians off the face of the earth?

2. The chronology of a two-part Second Coming of Jesus and seven years of tribulation is an invention of nineteenth-

century fundamentalists, not supported by traditional teaching or ancient creeds. On what basis do Rossing and most 

biblical scholars and Christian churches claim that Rapture theology distorts the Christian faith?

3. The book of Revelation is put forth as the source of the Left Behind books, but Rossing contends that the authors 

selectively pick and choose many different Bible verses and string them together to correspond with their timeline. What 

is the role of Daniel 9:25-27? (See pp. 25-27, 57.) What criteria can readers use to distinguish between prophecy and 

fiction?

4. Christians differ on what it means that Jesus will come again. Some foresee a ticking clock counting down to the end 
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of the world: "the stroke of midnight on the doomsday clock is inevitable and even welcome." What are your first 

impressions of the "doomsday" scenario?

5. Rossing states that Resurrection is the foundational event for the Christian faith, and she accuses dispensationalists of 

"wholesale appropriation of resurrection texts for Rapture" (32). What are the implications of dispensationalists' 

understanding of Rapture as equivalent to Resurrection?

6. How does Rossing view the implications of Left Behind's script for the Middle East as real and threatening in our day?

7. Why do dispensationalists view Israel's founding in 1948 as the "key event" on their end-times countdown clock? In 

your view, is there any relationship between the "fig tree" of Matthew 24 and Israel's founding, as Hal Lindsey and 

others claim? What do you think about the modern state of Israel and ancient biblical prophecy?

8. Most American churches are on record in support of Israel; how does "Christian Zionism" differ from traditional 

Zionism? What is the role of Bible prophecy in Christian Zionism's strategy?

9. While Left Behind calls Bible prophecies "history written in advance," Rossing contends the Bible does not present a 

predetermined, predictive script for world events. How does the idea of prophecy as God's game-plan, filled with 

violence, affect attitudes on brutality and compassion in the world?

10. The author of Revelation surprises readers by presenting Jesus as a vulnerable sacrificed lamb rather than a force of 

violence or war. What does this reversal of roles say about power and victory? How does Revelation challenge violence 

and hatred with "Lamb power," the power of God's promise of hope and peace? What does a lifestyle of Lamb power 

look like in our world today?

11. Armageddon figures powerfully in the Left Behind story, although the word is used only once in Revelation. Why 

does Rossing accuse dispensationalists of "voyeurism" and "escapism" in focusing on Armageddon?

12. The Rapture scenario focuses people striving to "save" individuals before Christ returns again, in a way that historian 

Randall Balmer calls "a theology of despair." How do you respond to the idea that the world cannot be saved?

13. The characters in Left Behind stockpile weapons and advanced technology in an underground shelter. How does this 

bunker mentality contrast with Martin Luther's statement that he would plant a tree on the day before the End Times?

14. Rossing teaches that Christians always live in a tension between the "already" and the "not yet." How does this 

tension live in Revelation, and how does it play out in our everyday life?
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Critical Praise

"Rossing persuasively argues that there is neither a ?rapture' nor a ?count down to Armageddon' in the Scriptures."
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