ReadingGroupGuides

The online community for reading groups

The Griffin Sisters' Greatest Hits

by Jennifer Weiner

'_:' : Besfyedling Al

About the Book

One of the most anticipated books of the year, from #1 New York Times bestselling author Jennifer Weiner, a
glimmering novel set in theworld of pop music about sisters, motherhood, young love, and the dreams we chase.

Cassie and Zoe Grossberg were thrust into the spotlight as The Griffin Sisters, a pop duo that defined the aughts.
Together, they skyrocketed to the top, gracing MTV, "SNL" and the cover of Rolling Sone. Cassie, a musical genius
who never felt at ease in her own skin, preferred to stay in the shadows. Zoe, full of confidence and craving fame, lived
for the stage. But fame has a price, and after one turbulent year, the band abruptly broke up.

Now, two decades later, the sisters couldn?t be further apart. Zoe is a suburban mom warning her daughter, Cherry, to
avoid the spotlight, while Cassie has disappeared from public life entirely. But when Cherry begins unearthing the truth
behind their breathtaking rise and infamous breakup, long-buried secrets surface, forcing all three women to confront
their choices, their desires, and their complicated bonds.

With richly developed characters, a nostalgic nod to the pop culture of the 2000s, and a resonant tale of ambition,
forgiveness and family, THE GRIFFIN SISTERS GREATEST HITS will captivate readers from the first note to the
final encore. Whether you?ve followed Jennifer Weiner for years or are discovering her for the first time, this book is a
must-read for music lovers, fans of sisterly dramas, and anyone who cherishes a great story of second chances.

Discussion Guide

1. Cassie and Zoe are very close in age but could not be more different women. Music, though, is their common ground;
it?s what brings them together --- and ultimately drives them apart. Compare and contrast these two characters. How do
they help each other? How do they hurt each other? What do they learn from each other?
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2. Zoe misleads Cassie about a crucia truth about Russell, a deception that contributes to Cassie?s guilt and
estrangement from society. Do you think what Zoe did is forgivable? How would you react if you were in Cassie?s
shoes? What do you think the future holds for these sisters?

3. The novel is set primarily in rural Alaska and suburban Pennsylvania/lNew Jersey. In what ways do these locations
contribute to the story? How do they frame the main characters? respective worlds --- both internaly and externally?
How do you think their stories might differ if the settings were not as drastically disparate?

4. Janice?s perspective allows us to see a different side of the sisters? home life from when they were growing up. In
what ways does this viewpoint provide a deeper understanding of the women Zoe and Cassie ultimately become --- and
how they treat one another? Do you think a mother?s attitude toward her child can have a lasting impact? Do you
sympathize with Janice?s attitudes and actions when she was a young mother?

5. Do you think Zoe?s parenting style reflects Janice?s parenting style? Discuss the different models of motherhood in
the book and the various mother-daughter relationships.

6. Cherry is a passionate and driven teenager who lies to her mother and stepfather to get what she wants. Do you find
her actions understandable? Do you think the traumas she experienced at home had an impact on the path she ultimately
followed? What are your hopes for Cherry?s future?

7. The novel explores fame and the impact it has on an individual. Discuss the ways in which fame changed Zoe and
Cassie?s lives. What was gained, and what was lost? How does the model of fame portrayed in their 2000s narrative
compare to what Cherry experiences in the present-day narrative? Has it gotten any easier for awoman to be famous as a
performer?

8. The 2000s is often referred to as the Golden Age of Pop Music. What did you learn about the music industry during
this period? What surprised you? After reading the Griffin Sisters? journey as pop stars, would you characterize this
period of time as a ?Golden? age? Why or why not?

9. Forgiveness is a major theme in the book. In what ways are the characters able to resolve their conflicts --- both
internally and externally? In what ways are they unable to move on from past transgressions?

10. A large portion of the novel is set in the early 2000s, portraying an American culture and society of the recent past.
In what ways have our society?s view of women and body image evolved in the past 20 years? In what ways have they
stayed the same? Were you shocked by any of the dialogue or viewpoints that the author represented to maintain
authenticity for 2000s culture?

Author Bio

Jennifer Weiner is a #1 New York Times bestselling author whose books have spent over five years on the New York
Times bestseller list, with more than 11 million copiesin print in 36 countries.



She is the author of the novels GOOD IN BED (2001); IN HER SHOES (2002), which was turned into a major motion
picture starring Cameron Diaz, Toni Collette and Shirley MacLaine; LITTLE EARTHQUAKES (2004); GOODNIGHT
NOBODY (2005); the short story collection THE GUY NOT TAKEN (2006); CERTAIN GIRLS (2008); BEST
FRIENDS FOREVER (2009); FLY AWAY HOME (2010); THEN CAME YOU (2011); THE NEXT BEST THING
(2012); ALL FALL DOWN (2014); WHO DO YOU LOVE (2015); MRS. EVERYTHING (2019); BIG SUMMER
(2020); THAT SUMMER (2021); THE SUMMER PLACE (2022); GOLDEN HILLS (2023); THE BREAKAWAY
(2024); and THE GRIFFIN SISTERS GRETEST HITS (2025).

She is dso the author of The Littlest Bigfoot middle-grade trilogy: THE LITTLEST BIGFOOT (2016) LITTLE
BIGFOOT, BIG CITY (2017), and THE BIGFOOT QUEEN (2023).

Her nonfiction collection, HUNGRY HEART: Adventures in Life, Love, and Writing (2016), was a finalist for the
PEN/Diamonstein -Spielvogel Award for the Art of the Essay.
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