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About the Book

Romance: It used to be that if you were lucky you'd get a kiss from a girl on the first date. Now guys jump into the sack
with girlsin the first ten minutes. They're gonna learn: there's twenty-four hoursin aday, and sex takes very little time.

Mortality: Some people today seem to have this idea that dying is just another problem that can be licked ... What
mattersisfeeling you've lived your life well. That makes dying awhole lot easier.

Moe Turner, a mathematician who worked on the H-bomb; Boyd Huff, a history professor and survivor of the Nazi
prisoner camps; and Gene Cooper, an electrical engineer and the emotional center of the three men, belong to an
extraordinary group -- the Girl Watchers Club. For nearly four decades, these World War 1l veterans have gotten
together every week to reflect on their lives and the state of the world.

Written by Moe's son-in-law, author Harry Stein, The Girl Watchers Club is a fly-on-the-wall account of these men's
conversations that reveal their tragedies and triumphs, their imperfections and eccentricities, and most important, how to
maintain courage and honor even as the world changes around you.

Discussion Guide

1. How does the Girl Watchers' generation differ from the Baby Boomers? Gen Xers? Forecasters predict Generation
Y -- who are now in their teens and early twenties -- to be less focused on career, more family-oriented, and more
socially-conscious than Gen Xers. Do you think that they will be the generation most like the Girl Watchers generation?
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2. Why do the Girl Watchers share a deep, intuitive understanding of each other? Do you think subsequent generations
will have a similar sense of understanding of their peers?

3. Were you surprised at the amount of premarital sex the Girl Watchers admitted to? Do you think they were telling the
truth or is this just "locker room™" hyperbole? How would the story differ if it were their wives or a group of women from
this generation telling it?

4. The Girl Watchers admire and often adopted the "no-bullshit, full-speed ahead approach to completing the task at
hand" quality that was necessary for surviving the war. How did this affect their lives -- personally and professionally --
when they returned from the war?

5. Why are the Girl Watchers marriages successful? How did living through wartime contribute to their success? Do you
think most other marriages from this generation enjoyed the same success as the Girl Watchers, or is this particular to
this group of men?

6. When the Girl Watchers get into a discussion about the lack of ethics and morality in society, Cooper comments, "The
fact that there is less thievery is just the tip of the iceberg. What we're really talking about is civility. In those days most
people just seemed to treat each other with more courtesy than they do now." Do you agree with this statement? If so, do
you think it was true for African-Americans, Asian-Americans, and other ethnic groups too?

7. The Girl Watchers disagreed with the United States's participation in the Vietham War, just as the Baby Boomers who
actively demonstrated against it did. One of the Girl Watchers comments, "No question, there was perfectly good reason
to didike the Vietnam war. What | could never understand was how many young people could doubt the fundamental
goodness of the country?* Why did the "young people" doubt the United States's "goodness?' Like the Baby Boomers,
the Girl Watchers lived through the Civil Rights Movement, assassinations of political leaders, and Watergate. Why
didn't the Girl Watchers question United States's "goodness?"

8. The Girl Watchers on death: "Once you've encountered death on the battlefield, it definitely takes away the element of
fear." "It just doesn't seem like that big a deal." "Some people today seem to have this idea that dying is just another
problem that can be licked. They'll find out otherwise. What matters is feeling you've lived your life well. That makes
dying a whole lot easier." How does the Girl Watchers's attitude toward dying differ from other people's? Is their ease
with dying because of their wartime service or just because they are older and wiser?

Author Bio

Harry Stein is the author of eight previous books. The New York Times Book Review caled his recent memoir,
How | Joined the Vast Right Wing Conspiracy and Found Inner Peace, "awickedly funny and moral book." He has
also written for numerous publications, including the Wall Street Journal, the New York Times Sunday Magazine,
Playboy, GQ, and Esquire, for which he created the "Ethics' column. He lives in Hastings-on-Hudson, New Y ork.
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