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About the Book

From acclaimed New York Times journalists Elizabeth Dias and Lisa Lerer comes a narrative that is a
political cliffhanger and an intimate look at what it means to be a woman in America today. THE FALL

OF ROE is a powerful book that will have everyone talking.

In June 2022, Americans watched in shock as the Supreme Court reversed one of the nation?s landmark
rulings. For nearly a half-century, Roe v. Wade was synonymous with women?s rights and freedoms. Then,
suddenly, it was gone.

With stunning scope, journalistic rigor, and unprecedented access to the highest echelons of conservative
and liberal power, Dias and Lerer chronicle the end of the Roe era. Their deeply human reporting stretches
from inside abortion clinics to the halls of the White House, exposing powerful behind-the-scenes actors and
recasting the actions of those already in the spotlight. The result is a sweeping and intimate narrative of

secrets, power, jaw-dropping revelations and a beacon to guide us forward.

Discussion Guide

1. The book opens on the day Roe fell, inside a pregnancy center that opposes abortion in Ohio. Where were you when
Roe fell? What was that moment like for you?

2. What does being a woman in America mean for you? Did the fall of Roe change how you think about American
womanhood?

3. Much of this book details the political and legal maneuvering of activists and lawyers on both sides of the abortion
battle. Do you think the politicians and activists involved with this fight on both sides fully grasp how pregnancy affects
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women?

4. The book documents how large swaths of Americans were shocked when Roe fell, even though efforts to revoke the
decision had been underway for decades. What do you think explained this persistent sense of denia? Were you
surprised about the decision to overturn Roe?

5. The book begins about a decade before the Supreme Court decision ending Roe. Do you think there was more Planned
Parenthood and their Democratic alies could have done over this period to save federal abortion rights?

6. Many of the activists involved with the battle over abortion had their own complicated stories of pregnancy and
raising children. How do you think their personal experiences impacted their perspective of the issue?

7. This book is a nonpartisan exploration of a very politicized topic. As you read, did you engage with beliefs different
from yours? What was that experience like?

8. In away, the Supreme Court is a character in this book. Did this account change how you think about the Supreme
Court and theroleit playsin American life?

9. The book ends on a cliffhanger, of sorts, in New Mexico, as well as at the confirmation hearing of Ketanji Brown
Jackson. Did you read the ending as uplifting or pessimistic? Where do you think Americais headed?

10. How do you view the intertwining of the spiritual and the political among those pushing to end abortion rights? Does
the left use similar moral underpinning when making their arguments?

11. Many of the people pushing to end Roe are devout Catholics and evangelical Christains. What do you make of the
role of Christianity in the fall of Roe, and in shaping American law?

12. The book features intimate stories of women grappling with their pregnancies across several states. How are the
stories of the women seeking abortions in South Dakota and Mississippi and those going to the pregnancy crisis center in
Ohio similar or different?

13. The fall of Roe injected abortion into the American conversation in a much more active and persona way. Has it
been hard for you to talk about the issue with friends and family? What does ?abortion? mean for you?

14. Does America value women? What fears and concerns about women and pregnancy are shared across politica

divides?
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Critical Praise

?The most important book in the lead up to this election.?
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