
The Book of Spies
by Gayle Lynds

About the Book

Buckle your trench coats --- you?re in for a great ride. The Book of Spies stars two brand-new, fascinating characters --- 

intelligence officer Judd Ryder and rare books curator Eva Blake. For centuries, emperors, historians, and even the 

Vatican have tried to locate Ivan the Terrible's magnificent Library of Gold. Now one of the volumes, The Book of Spies

, has surfaced, and along with it the secret book club that owns the Library of Gold. They form a cabal of the globe's 

most powerful men --- men who will do anything to achieve their aims and protect their interests. Somehow the CIA 

must do what no one else has been able to do - find the library and stop them.

Discussion Guide

1. Eva Blake goes to prison for something she neither remembers nor believes she did. Even so, on her lawyer's advice 

she pleads guilty to get the best possible deal. If you were facing the same situation, what would you do?

2. What aspect of the book did you find most appealing? The characters? The exotic locales? The Library of Gold? The 

inside view of espionage? The clandestine history? The references to books and reading?

3. All of the details in The Book of Spies regarding modern espionage --- particularly the CIA, its operations and 

methods --- are meticulously researched. Which of the "spies" in the book did you find most convincing? Intriguing? 

Sympathetic? Do you think you could, or ever would, be a spy?

4. There is a scene in Italy that takes place in a hidden underground passage to the Cloaca Maxima --- an ancient Roman 

sewer. What do you think it would be like to discover an ancient site in your basement? Where would you most like that 

basement to be?

5. The book club in this novel is a secret cabal of very rich, very powerful men with enormous hidden impact around the 
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world. Do you believe that such groups exist or could exist? Could such a group remain hidden from the media and 

major governments?

6. The book opens with a quote --- "In the abstruse world of espionage, it's not always easy to know when you are in on 

a secret." How did you think this quote related to the novel? What do you think it means and do you agree? Has that ever 

happened to you?

7. In The Book of Spies, there is a "black ops" unit called Catapult. What do you think about the CIA's use of seemingly 

legitimate groups and companies?

8. The Book of Spies tells us at least half of the officers and employees working for the CIA are "new hires" --- not 

veterans but people who started after the 9/11 attacks. Why do you think that is and what do you think the effect, if any, 

has been on our national security?

9. At the center of the novel is a fabulous long-lost library. Are there any lost books --- ancient or modern --- you would 

particularly like to read? What do you think the effect to the world would be if such a collection of books was suddenly 

discovered? If you could find something long lost, what would it be?

Author Bio

Gayle Lynds is the bestselling, award-winning author of several international espionage thrillers, including 

MASQUERADE, THE COIL and THE LAST SPYMASTER. A member of the Association for Intelligence Officers, 

she is cofounder (with David Morrell) of ITW (International Thriller Writers). She lives in Santa Barbara.

Critical Praise

classic in the field. In a word: Wow.
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