ReadingGroupGuides

The online community for reading groups

The Big 5-Oh

by SandraD. Bricker

SANDRA O BRICK

About the Book

Now that she?s cancer-free, as her 50th birthday approaches, Liv makes a plan to make it her best birthday ever.

Discussion Guide

1. Each chapter is preceded by an excerpt from a children?s book. What/who does Prudence the Donkey represent? Why
is Prudence important to Liv?s story?

2. What/who does Horatio HootOwl represent? What affect does his presence in Prudence?s life have on Liv?

3. What impact did Liv?s battle with cancer have on her life afterward? Is it possible for something like cancer to be a

positive thing, even to be considered a gift?

4. Early on in the story, Liv refers to her ongoing ?birthday curse.? Do you believe in such a thing? If so, how do you
explain it? And if not, how do you explain a string of negative events year after year?

5. After meeting and being attracted to Jared when they met on the plane, what was your reaction to him ending up next

door? Do you believe in the role of destiny in aperson?slife?

6. How does Liv?s relationship with Boofer evolve over time? What other relationships evolve throughout the book, and

how?

7. Georgia worked with Jared for years before Liv entered his life. Was Georgia justified in her initial confrontations
with Liv? What was driving her?
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8. Florida is very much like another planet for Liv. What ?aliens? does she meet there along the way? How is the
environment different from the life she lives back in Ohio?

9. What does Jared?s role as a doctor tell you about the person that heis? Or hisrole as afather?
10. How did you feel about the relationship between Jared and Rand?

11. Liv has a run of unfortunate circumstances (i.e., a gator in the pool, the bronzing incident, the death of Clayton?s
cat). Do you see any association between these instances and Liv?s ongoing ?birthday curse??

12. What does Rand and Shelby?s romance represent? How does it affect Liv and Jared?
13. What did you think of Liv?s reaction to news of Hallie?s accident?

14. Jared and Liv didn know each other very long when they made a permanent commitment to one ancther. Do you
think a marriage will last under those circumstances?

Author Bio

Sandra D. Bricker has been publishing in both the Christian and general market for years with novels for women and
teens, magazine articles and short stories. With eight novels in print and five more slated for publication through 2010,
Sandie has carved out aniche for herself as an author of laugh-out-loud comedy for the inspirational market.

Critical Praise

"Sandra D. Bricker is an author who makes me laugh out loud. But finding the humor in turning The Big 5-OH!? Only
Bricker could make me look forward to the romance and humor of getting older. This is a fun, romantic read that you
will devour, no matter what your age."
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