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About the Book

Her world has seemed black and white for so long. A little bit of color might be just what she needs.

Jean Guerra, a designer at Garments of Praise fashion house, doesn?t like surprises. These days, though, the unexpected 

meets her everywhere. Since Jean?s return to the church a year ago, her God-encounters occur with increasing 

frequency, along with thoughts of her husband --- the one she vowed to divorce and gave up on long ago. The one 

nobody knows about, not even her best friend, Lily, or her boss, Chenille.

So when Jean sees the designer assigned to work with her on a line of men?s suits, she?s shocked to her core. It?s her 

husband, Nigel Salvador. Jean is finally rendered speechless. She already has enough trouble keeping up her relationship 

with her daughter and granddaughter. Can Nigel?s reappearance help her broken family come together again? Or will 

Jean remain in the trenches of loneliness forever?

Discussion Guide

1. Though Jean has no problems giving advice to Lily or other co-workers at Garments of Praise, she has a hard time 

receiving counsel from them. Do you think this is a trap many friends fall into, especially if one is older the other?

2. Did Jean?s ability to give/receive advice change at all as the book went on? If so, how did receiving input from friends 

affect her life?

3. Jean lived a long time with a big secret. Why?
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4. Do you have a secret from your past or family that people you love don?t know about? If so, what stops you from 

sharing? Fear or rejection? Pride?

5. Though Nigel has been out of Jean?s life for many years, when he joins the Garments of Praise team, it?s like he?s 

been there all along. Is this good or bad for the girls at the design house? For Jean?

6. Have you ever gone into a situation that you thought would be temporary only to find that God planned for it to be 

permanent? Or the other way around? Did you make the right choice? How has your life been changed as a result?

7. When the book opens, we read about a possible dating relationship between Elena and Jay. Did this relationship ever 

develop? Was Elena?s and Jay?s decision appropriate for them? Did their parents agree? If you have raised children, 

how did you deal with this time in their lives? If you are a teen, do you agree with how the two young people worked 

things out?

8. Nigel and Jean had a long, complicated history together. What elements made is complicated? How did they resolve 

the hard times? Do you have a relationship like this in your life? Have you gone to God and asked him to make it whole? 

To make you whole? If so, what happened?

9. Each designer at Garments of Praise seems to have their own gift in a certain area. But Jean strayed from her original 

specialty (men?s clothing). How and why did she find her way back? Have you ever done this? Why? Have you ever had 

a dream that seemed impossible to reach? What can you do to cultivate this gift so that if God brings an unexpected 

opportunity you?ll be ready to accept it?

10. Compare and contrast Jean from the beginning of the story to the Jean at the end of the story. Does she change? If so, 

how? Was the change good or bad? Have you ever had an experience that has changed you?
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Critical Praise

"With poetic description and compelling storytelling, Marilynn Griffith delights readers with every sentence."
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