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Reputation

by Sarah Vaughan

About the Book

The bestselling author of ANATOMY OF A SCANDAL --- now a hit Netflix series --- returns with a new
psychological thriller about a politician whose less-than-perfect personal life is thrust into the spotlight when a
body isdiscovered in her home.

As a politician, Emma has sacrificed a great deal for her career --- including her marriage and her relationship with her
daughter, Flora.

A former teacher, the glare of the spotlight is unnerving for Emma, particularly when it leads to countless insults, threats
and trolling as she tries to work in the public eye. As awoman, she knows her reputation is worth its weight in gold but
as apolitician, she discoversit only takes one dlip-up to destroy it completely.

Fourteen-year-old Flora is learning the same hard lessons at school as she encounters heartless bullying. When another
teenager takes her own life, Emma lobbies for a new law to protect women and girls from the effects of online abuse.
Now, Emma and Florafind their persona lives uncomfortably intersected...but then the unthinkable happens.

A man isfound dead in Emma?s home. A man she had every reason to be afraid of and to want gone. Fighting to protect
her reputation and determined to protect her family at all costs, Emma is pushed to the limits as the worst happens and
her life istorn apart.

Another breathless and twisty novel from an absolute ?master of suspense? (CrimeReads), REPUTATION brilliantly
illustrates that it isn? who you are that matters?it?s who people think you are.
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1. Why do you think Sarah Vaughan chose to open with the scene of Mike?s murder? How is it effective in setting the
novel ?s tone and introducing us to Emma? What do you learn about Emma before you even know her name?

2. There are many pieces of ironic foreshadowing in the early chapters of the novel, including Emma?s t-shirt that reads
Well Behaved Women Seldom Make History.? Find other examples of foreshadowing and consider how they help set
the mood of the novel.

3. There is much commentary in the novel on how women are judged by society and the gendered rules they must follow
to maintain their good reputations. Emma comments that in her photoshoot, she thought she looked serious, but 2l just
looked as if | took myself seriously (a cardinal sin for a woman)? (p. 11). In what ways is taking oneself seriously as a
woman shown to be atricky thing to do in our world?

4. Compare and contrast the three main women in the novel, Emma, Flora and Caroline. How are their motivations

similar? How do they differ? Was there a character with whom you empathized more?

5. Before the murder, Emma has a good reputation, both in her public and private lives. Find examples of where and how
her good reputation protects her. How do characters describe Emma? Would you describe her in the same way?

6. Emma’?s motivation for going into politics was her father, who used to ask her AWhat are you going to do about it??
when faced with injustice. She explains, ?7[It] was the rallying cry that had inspired me to study politics and history, the
first in my family to go to university? (29). How does knowing this detail about Emma influence your understanding of
her subsequent choices? Do you think this rallying cry motivates other characters in the novel ?

7. What details does Sarah Vaughan include to create the tense, claustrophobic atmosphere of Emma?s life in the days
leading up to Mike?s murder? In what ways are they paralleled in the subsequent trial ?

8. Although Flora more obviously deals with mean-girl bullying, adult women in the novel experience or make bullying
remarks as well. How does the adult bullying resemble the teenage kind, and how does it differ? Do you think the stakes

are any higher or lower?

9. Emma makes the decision to answer the detectives? questions in her initial interview, despite her lawyer telling her
not to comment. Emma explains her need to cooperate is ?that old desire to be a good girl, to aways answer questions?
(158). Where else do you see Emmatrying to please in a similar manner? Do Flora and Caroline do the same?

10. In addition to the epigraphs, Sarah Vaughan references other books when Emma looks at her friend Claire?s
boyfriend?s books on page 180. His collection includes ?Rawls?s A THEORY OF JUSTICE; Locke?s AN ESSAY
CONCERNING HUMAN UNDERSTANDING; Bagehot?s THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION; set texts by Descartes,
Berkeley, and Hume...There are a few thrillers? and 7THE DUCHESS OF MALFI.? Research these texts and see how
they relate to Emma?s current situation. How do they emphasize the themesin REPUTATION?



11. How responsible do you think Flora is for what happens at Emma?s home on December 8th? Flora blames herself,
thinking, 2f it wasn for Flora, then Mike would be alive, and her mum wouldn? be...facing up to the fact that in a
week?s time she might be in prison? (232). How did you feel about this assessment before the twist, and did you

reconsider Flora?s feelings of guilt afterward?

12. After the verdict is reached, Emma answers a few questions from the press. When asked what she feels when she
thinks about the night of December 8th, Emma responds that she feels ?Shame and regret.... There?s not one day when |
dont regret what happened? (259). Do you think Emma regrets what she did or regrets getting caught and having her
reputation tarnished?

13. Were you shocked by the revelation that the whole family was somehow involved in the acts of December 8th and its
cover-up? What elements surprised you the most? Would you have gone to the lengths Emma, Caroline and David did to
protect Flora?

14. Once you learn the second twist at the end --- what part of Emma?s past she is so desperate to keep secret --- go back
and read a few of the key scenes. How do you understand them differently with your knowledge of the last few chapters
of the novel? What techniques does Sarah Vaughan employ in order to give double meaning to many of Emma, Flora
and Caroline?s thoughts and statements?

Author Bio

Sarah Vaughan studied English at Oxford and went on to become a journalist. She spent 11 years at The Guardian as a
news reporter and political correspondent before leaving to freelance and write fiction. Her first thriller, ANATOMY OF
A SCANDAL, was an instant international bestseller, transated into 24 languages, and is available to stream on Netflix
as a worldwide number one series starring Sienna Miller, Michelle Dockery and Rupert Friend. Her bestselling novel,
LITTLE DISASTERS, has also been optioned for television, as has REPUTATION, her fifth novel.
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