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About the Book

California?s gold country, 1850. A time when men sold their souls for a bag of gold and women sold their bodies for a 

place to sleep. 

Angel expects nothing from men but betrayal. Sold into prostitution as a child, she survives by keeping her hatred alive. 

And what she hates most are the men who use her, leaving her empty and dead inside.

Then she meets Michael Hosea, a man who seeks his Father?s heart in everything. Michael obeys God?s call to marry 

Angel and to love her unconditionally. Slowly, day by day, he defies Angel?s every bitter expectation, until despite her 

resistance, her frozen heart begins to thaw.

But with her unexpected softening comes overwhelming feelings of unworthiness and fear. And so Angel runs. Back to 

the darkness, away from her husband?s pursuing love, terrified of the truth she no longer can deny: her final healing 

must come from the One who loves her even more than Michael does...the One who will never let her go. 

A powerful retelling of the story of Gomer and Hosea, REDEEMING LOVE is a life-changing story of God?s 

unconditional, redemptive, all-consuming love.

Discussion Guide

1. Why did Angel?s mother stay in a relationship that was damaging to both her and her daughter? What kept her there? 

Are there beliefs or attitudes that you struggle with, that you know are damaging to yourself or others? Why do you hold 

on to them? Read Psalm 116:16?17; 118:5; 119:45; 142:7; Romans 6:21?23; and Colossians 1:21?23. What is one step 

you can take to let go of damaging beliefs or attitudes?
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2. The things that happened to little Sarah in the prologue were horrific --- and happen all too often in real life. Many, in 

the face of such things, wonder where God is, why He doesn?t protect His children. Have you ever wondered these 

things? Where is God when such things happen?

3. Scripture tells us God is all-powerful and all-knowing. It talks about God?s lovingkindness, His compassion and 

mercy, His love of children. It tells us God is love. So why doesn?t He stop terrible things from happening? How do you 

reconcile God?s character as it?s revealed in Scripture with the fact that horrible things happen to the innocent?

4. It was clear the characters, especially Michael and Angel, heard both God and Satan speaking to them through the 

story. Have you ever felt you heard God speaking to you? How about Satan? How can we distinguish between the two 

voices that call us?

5. Michael Hosea prayed all his adult life for God to send him the right woman, the woman worth waiting for. And God 

sent him Angel. Have you had a fervent prayer answered in a way you didn?t expect? Consider the story of Abraham 

and Isaac (Genesis 22:1?19). Now consider the Jews and their fervent prayers for a Messiah --- and how that prayer was 

answered through Jesus. Was He what they expected? What does all of this teach you about prayer? About God?s 

character?

6. What finally draws Angel to Michael? What is it that finally breaks down the walls she?s put up around her heart? 

What does that teach us about sacrificial love?

7. On p. 302, Angel comments that love doesn?t last. And Meribah replies, ?Sometimes it does. If it?s the right kind.? 

What kind of love do you think Meribah was talking about? How can we know this kind of love?

8. What did you think when Angel forgave Paul? Has someone hurt or mistreated you as Paul did Angel? Read Matthew 

6:12?15; Luke 6:37; and Colossians 3:13. In light of these Scriptures, how important is it that we be willing to forgive? 

How can we take steps to forgive, especially if a hurt is long-standing?

9. God used Jonathan Axel, a total stranger, to help set Angel free from her past. Have you ever felt God nudging you to 

speak to or help someone you didn?t know? How did you know it was God? How did you react?

10. To which character in Redeeming Love did you relate the most? What was it about that character that spoke to you?

11. What do you think are the main lessons we learn from: a. Michael b. Miriam c. Sarah?s mother d. Paul e. Ruthie f. 

Angel/Sarah?

12. Has reading this novel changed or enlightened you? If so, in what way? How can you show the kind of love depicted 

in this book to those you encounter each day?

13. In the epilogue, Sarah says, ?I never want to forget where I came from and all God has done for me.? Why would 

this be important? Do you feel it?s something you should do, too? Read Deuteronomy 11:1?7, 18?21. How can you keep 

where you came from and all that God has done for you in the forefront of your mind? If you were asked to share the 

heart of what God has done for you, what would you say?



14. In the author?s note, Francine Rivers writes, ?I used to believe the purpose in life is to find happiness. I don?t believe 

that anymore.? What do you believe is the purpose in life?

Author Bio

New York Times bestselling author Francine Rivers had a successful writing career in the general market for several 

years becoming a born-again Christian; she then wrote REDEEMING LOVE as her statement of faith. A retelling of the 

biblical story of Gomer and Hosea set during the time of the California Gold Rush, REDEEMING LOVE is now 

considered by many to be a classic work of Christian fiction and it continues to be one of the industry?s top-selling titles 

year after year.

Since REDEEMING LOVE, Francine has published numerous bestselling novels with Christian themes --- including 

THE MASTERPIECE, BRIDGE TO HAVEN and A VOICE IN THE WIND --- and she has continued to win both 

industry acclaim and reader loyalty around the world. Her Christian novels have been awarded or nominated for 

numerous honors and in 1997, after winning her third RITA Award for Inspirational Fiction, Francine was inducted into 

the Romance Writers of America?s Hall of Fame. In 2015, she received the Lifetime Achievement Award from 

American Christian Fiction Writers (ACFW). Francine?s novels have been translated into over 30 different languages, 

and she enjoys bestseller status in many foreign countries.

Francine and her husband live in Northern California and enjoy time spent with their grown children and grandchildren. 

She uses her writing to draw closer to the Lord, and she desires that through her work she might worship and praise 

Jesus for all He has done and is doing in her life.
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