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About the Book

More than twenty years ago a drunk driver shattered Jack Clayton?s family. Angry, confused and as naïve as any college 

freshman, he trades his small Midwestern town for another, only to find that it too is too small to contain his dreams. Or 

is it? Now an instrumental part of the Campus Missions Office and a New York Times Bestselling author, he makes his 

home in that very college town, where the past and ?the one that got away? relentlessly haunt him and the future 

becomes increasingly uncertain thanks to a big city reporter with a malicious agenda.

Will he have to walk away from the ministry that he spent decades building? Or can he find a way to confront the rumors 

and set the record straight? In a race against the clock, Jack throws caution to the wind and finds that even he may 

deserve a second chance.

Discussion Guide

Questions for Singles

1. In what ways did you identify with Jack?s struggle with singleness? What were some of the positive ways Jack dealt 

with being single? How could he have faced it differently?

2. Jack met someone he loved deeply, but couldn't spend his life with. Can you relate to Jack?s disappointment? What is 

the most difficult aspect of having loved someone you cannot be with? What lessons have you learned from this 

experience that might help you in future relationships?

3. In His mysterious way, God worked together Jack and Jenny?s love relationship. What role did their beliefs, actions, 

and faithfulness play in what God was able to do in their lives?
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4. When Jack acted by faith, agreeing with God?s Spirit to write his memoir, his life began to dramatically change. Have 

you ever experienced this sort of dramatic change? How can our faith and acting on the prompting of God?s spirit 

impact our relational life?

5. There was one special love in Jack?s life and there were two in Jenny?s. How did Jack come to receive the love of his 

life? How did Jenny come to receive her loves? What were the differences in how they came to receive their loves?

6. Jack?s love for Jenny brings to mind the concept of a special, unique life partner, a ?soul mate.? What are your 

thoughts on soul mates? Do they exist? How do your thoughts on this concept impact the way you pursue love? How do 

they fit in with your understanding of God?s role in relationships?

7. What did Jack find most attractive about Jenny when he first met her? What was most attractive to him when they 

were reunited?

8. What attracted Jenny to Jack early in the story? What helped her decide to reunite with him after so many years apart?

9. What missteps did Jack and Jenny make in college? What common missteps did they manage to avoid?

10. Do you think Jack and Jenny will make it as a married couple? If so, why? What qualities do each of them possess 

that will help strengthen their marriage and relationship?

Questions for College Students

1. Early in the story Jack believes that leaving home for college will be a major catalyst for positive change in his life. 

What expectations did you put on your first year of college?

2. The Campus Missions Office in Providence was committed to serving one distinct, local group of people in need. 

What impact might your college have on your community if you made a similar commitment? What are the areas of 

greatest need in your community? In what ways are students already making a difference?

3. College is a time for discovery, which usually includes making mistakes. What missteps did Jack make while he was a 

college student? What missteps did Jenny make? In what ways can you relate to Jack or Jenny?

4. Although she faced challenges, Jenny was a successful college student at Providence. What personal qualities did she 

have that helped forge that success?

5. What purpose or meaning did Jack, Jenny, Erin, and Mitchell find during their college years? What purpose are you 

discovering? What is most surprising about what you?re discovering?

6. In what ways can you relate to the Campus Mission Office?s commitment to the poor? Are there similar organizations 

at your school? If not, what would it take to organize one?

7. What role, if any, did serendipity play in Jack and Jenny?s story? In Erin and Mitch?s story? What role did God?s 

providence play?



8. Jack Clayton experiences extraordinary fame and success through his work. What was your first reaction to reading 

about his success? Were you jealous? Envious? How important is fame and success to you? What does that look like to 

you?

9. What about this story inspires you? How might you begin to make a difference in your community?

10. Which of Jack?s sins caused others the most pain? Which blessing later in his life brought others to a richer life and 

deeper walk with God?

Questions for Book Clubs

1. How would you classify the story told in Providence? Is it primarily a love story, an inspirational tale of God's love 

for us, or a book about serving others? Explain your answer.

2. Some of the main themes of Providence include reconciliation, acting on faith even when it?s difficult, serving the 

needy, and the consequences of good and evil actions. Which of the main themes impacted you most? Why? What other 

themes did you discover?

3. There?s a leitmotif of mystery surrounding the story where events seems to happen outside the direct actions of the 

characters, but rather because of God?s invisible hand of ?providence.? Have you ever experienced something similar? 

How do you know when God is directly involved in your story and when it?s just coincidence?

4. What descriptive detail in the Providence intrigued and appealed to you most?

5. What stood out to you about the characters of Jenny, Erin, Nancy Arcone, Mrs. Hernandez, and Angela? What did 

they have in common? What made each of them a strong personality?

6. What is your favorite scene or ?moment? in the story? What was your emotional response to that scene? What makes 

this your favorite?

7. Which storyline did you relate to most, the current time storyline or the college-age storyline? Why?

8. What character did you most relate to and why?

9. In what specific ways was God a character in this story? Where did you see evidence of His presence? Where do you 

see Him in your own story?

10. Does Providence inspire you to make a difference in the world around you? If so, how? What will you do?

Author Bio

Chris Coppernoll is the author of six books including SCREEN PLAY, A BEAUTIFUL FALL and PROVIDENCE. A 

national speaker to singles, Chris is also the founder of Soul2Soul, a syndicated radio program airing on 800 outlets in 

20 countries. Chris holds a Masters degree from Rockbridge Seminary and is deeply in love with his wife, novelist 



Christa Parrish.

Critical Praise

Chris? first work of fiction is a showcase for his incredible talents. He brings to this book the same quality and creativity 

I have seen in him for years.

Providence: Once Upon a Second Chance
by Chris Coppernoll

Publication Date: August 1, 2007

Genres: Christian, Fiction

Paperback: 336 pages

Publisher: David C. Cook

ISBN-10: 0781445647

ISBN-13: 9780781445641

https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/authors/chris-coppernoll
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/christian
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/fiction

