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About the Book

The highly anticipated adult debut novel from #1 New York Times bestselling author Renée Ahdieh.

Jia Song has always been destined for greatness. As the daughter of Korean bodega owners, she promised herself that 

she would have every Fifth Avenue luxury when she grew up, and it is all finally within reach. She has just made junior 

partner at her prestigious Manhattan law firm, she can count on her two best friends to have her back, and she is about to 

score the ultraluxe gold-on-gold Birkin bag of her dreams. So when her boss asks her to sit in on the hush-hush family 

implosion of a high-level client, she accepts without hesitation --- only to find out that it is one of the most famous 

Korean families in the world.

The Park family?s net worth is estimated at a billion dollars, and their mega-successful Korean beauty brand has shaped 

the culture for the past two decades. But the patriarch is filing for divorce while his wife is dying, and their three 

children can?t stop snapping at one another. With both the family fortune and legacy under threat from the worst kind of 

scandal, it?s up to Jia to set things right --- and she only has a month to do it.

As Jia sorts through the lies and subterfuge, chasing the truth across the globe on private jets, she finds herself falling for 

this broken, badly behaving family in ways she can?t quite explain. But it is also becoming clear that the Parks are 

hiding dark secrets. Can she find the truth in time to protect the Parks? fortune and secure her success at the firm? And 

can she hold on to what?s most important, even if it means admitting that what she's always wanted isn?t what she 

actually needs?

Discussion Guide

1. The night he dies, Jia?s grandfather tells her: ?It will be up to you now to make sense of this mess.? How do those 

words affect her and shape her relationships with her family members? How do those relationships change over the 

/node/202842#
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/authors/renee-ahdieh


course of the novel, and why?

2. Discuss Jia?s relationship with Jenny. Why do you think they have a special connection? How does it compare to 

Jia?s complicated relationship with her own mother?

3. Jia feels ?Korean American, down to the marrow of her bones. Her parents? homeland shaped her as much as the 

concrete jungle of New York City did.? What is Jia?s relationship to her Korean American identity? How does it 

compare and contrast to the Park siblings?? How are Jia?s family and the Park family similar and different?

4. Why is Jia so obsessed with getting her dream Birkin bag? What does the bag represent for her? Do you think she?ll 

eventually get one --- and, if so, will it be the one she always thought she wanted?

5. Nidhi and Elisa have known Jia since they were girls. Why are their friendships with Jia so strong? How do Jia?s 

friends keep her grounded?

6. Gail tells Jia: ?A lot of people believe that the opposite of anxiety is calm. Finding peace. I believe the opposite of 

anxiety is trust.? What role does anxiety play in Jia?s life? Did you see moments in the story where trust counteracted it?

7. Jia loves to travel, but she reflects that ?her imagination often set her up for disappointment. She blamed social media 

for a lot of it. All the curated pictures and endless hype fueled impossible expectations?. No city could possibly be that 

exciting, no vignette quite so perfect.? Have you experienced something similar? If so, how might you counteract that?

8. What are the dynamics between Sora, Suzy and Minsoo, and how do they evolve over the course of the novel? Did 

you have a favorite character among the three siblings?

9. Jia reflects: ?Loving someone unconditionally was an act of idiocy. No one in the world should be allowed to do or 

say whatever they wanted to someone and then expect forgiveness.? Do you agree with her? Do you think Seven Park 

deserves unconditional love and/or forgiveness from his family? Why or why not?

10. Jenny tells Jia: ?I decided to stop searching for the love of my life. And I finally realized that it was me, all along. 

Because once I began to love myself, I found the forgiveness I desperately sought and the peace I greatly needed.? What 

do you think it means to be the love of your own life? How might that affect romantic and familial relationships and how 

you see yourself within them?

11. As narrator, Jenny claims: ?This is a story of lies. Not just the lies we tell one another but the lies we tell ourselves.? 

What do you think she means? Discuss Jenny?s decision to fake her death and lie about it, even to her children. She also 

lies about her terminal cancer diagnosis. Why do you think she makes those choices? Do you sympathize with her? Are 

there times when lying can be the right thing to do?

12. Were you surprised that Jenny was the secret narrator? Did that revelation change your understanding of her 

character? If so, how?

13. Why do you think Jia decides to accept Jenny?s offer to be the corporate counsel of Mirae when she always thought 

she wanted to be Whitman Volker?s next Emily Bhatia? How might she find a better work/life balance while still 



fulfilling her ambition? Do you think both are possible?

14. Why are Jia and Darius drawn to each other? Do you think they will end up together?

15. Jenny tells Jia: ?I wish they could see that all I want for them is the space to dream?. Dreaming is essential to life. If 

we cannot dream, we cannot believe. If we cannot believe, we cannot trust. If we cannot trust, then we cannot live a life 

of meaning.? What do you think she means? What do you think dreaming looks like for Jenny?s children? For Jia? What 

might the future hold for them?

Author Bio

Renée Ahdieh is a graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. In her spare time, she likes to collect 

shoes. She is passionate about all kinds of curry, makeup and skincare. The first few years of her life were spent in a 

high-rise in South Korea; consequently, Renée enjoys having her head in the clouds. She and her family live in North 

Carolina. She is the #1 New York Times and internationally bestselling author of The Wrath and the Dawn series, the 

Flame in the Mist series, and The Beautiful quartet. PARK AVENUE is her debut adult novel.
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