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About the Book

On a bitter December day in 1784, Silas Ballantyne arrives at the door of blacksmith Liege Lee in York County, 

Pennsylvania. Silas is determined to finish his apprenticeship quickly and move west. But because he is a fast worker 

and a superb craftsman, Liege endeavors to keep him in York by appealing to an old tradition: the apprentice shall marry 

one of his master?s beautiful daughters.

Eden is as gentle and fresh as Elspeth is high-spirited and cunning. But are they truly who they appear to be? In a house 

laced with secrets, each sister seeks to secure her future. Which one will claim Silas?s heart --- and will he agree to 

Liege?s arrangement?

In this sweeping family saga, one man?s choices in love and work, in friends and enemies, set the stage for generations 

to come. This is the Ballantyne Legacy.

Discussion Guide

1. The novel opens with Eden and Elspeth Lee being told one of them is to wed an apprentice, a common practice in the 

18th-century. How would you have responded to this news? What would you have wanted for your daughter or yourself 

if you lived in that era?

2. Is the time period of the book familiar to you? Would you have liked to have lived in early America shortly after the 

Revolution was won? Why or why not?
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3. Eden is dismayed by Elspeth?s behavior from the very start of the novel. Have you ever had a family member or 

friend act in self-destructive ways? How has their behavior affected your life? How might the Lees have dealt with 

Elspeth differently?

4. Eden sees something remarkable in Silas and sets aside her own hopes for the future to ensure his. Would you have 

been so unselfish? Do you think she acted wisely or unwisely in refusing to marry him and venture to Pittsburgh?

5. Silas tells Eden that ?The Ballantyne name begins or ends with me.? What other factors motivate Silas to become 

more than a blacksmith? In chapter , Eden realizes that the greatest rival for his affections might be his work. Do you 

agree or disagree?

6. God promises through Scripture that He will bring good out of every situation, even tragedies that befall believers. 

How did this prove true for Eden? Several caring people play significant roles in her life in the course of the novel. Who 

was your favorite and why? Are you a mentor or how can you be a mentor to a person in need?

7. When did you suspect that David Greathouse might mean Eden harm? Do you think Silas was right to warn her 

David?s intentions might be less than honorable? How would you have handled the situation if you were Silas? Eden?

8. What is Eden?s greatest strength? Her greatest flaw? At book?s end, what is the greatest challenge she faces? What is 

Silas?s greatest flaw? His strength?

9. Do you have a favorite scene or character? Why did this resonate with you?

10. If LOVE'S RECKONING were to be made into a movie, who would you cast for the roles of Silas, Eden and 

Elspeth? The secondary characters?

11. What do you think will happen next in the story of the Ballantyne family? What do you hope will happen?

12. What spiritual lessons from the book will stay with you?

Author Bio

Laura Frantz is a Christy Award finalist and the author of several books, including THE FRONTIERSMAN'S 

DAUGHTER, LOVE'S RECKONING, and LOVE'S AWAKENING. She currently lives in the misty woods of 

Washington with her husband and two sons.

Critical Praise

"Stunning. Heart-wrenching. Breathless. Not since GONE WITH THE WIND have I read an epic novel that has stolen 

my heart, my breath, my sleep to such a jolting degree. LOVE'S RECKONING marks Laura Frantz not only as a shining 

star in Christian fiction today but as a shooting star who soars skyward to the glittering heights of Rivers and Higgs."



     ? Julie Lessman, award-winning author of the Daughters of Boston

"You?ll disappear into another place and time and be both encouraged and enriched for having taken the journey."

     ? Jane Kirkpatrick, bestselling author of ALL TOGETHER IN ONE PLACE and A FLICKERING LIGHT

"Laura Frantz portrays the wild beauty of frontier life, along with its dangers and hardships, in vivid detail."

     ? Ann H. Gabhart, author of THE BLESSED

"Frantz paints a vivid picture of the tough life out in the wild, and yet her characters demonstrate that it was possible to 

have a wonderful life."

     ? RT Book Reviews for THE COLONEL'S LADY
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