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Discussion Guide

1.) While reading the book, did you find any similarities between Lak and Askew? Are their journeys parallel in any 

way?

2.) Describe Alli's character. What role does she play in the novel? Is it an important one? How do you think the novel 

would be different without her?

3.) What significance does the Wilderness have in the novel?

4.) Describe the connection between Kit and his grandfather.

5.) Both Kit and Askew see the dead. What is your opinion about seeing ghosts?

6.) Describe Askew. What type of person is he? Does his family play an important role?

7.) What do you think of the ending?

8.) Of what importance, if any did the dead children from the Stoneygate disaster play?

9.) Askew is branded a "bad child." What do you think about that label?
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Author Bio

David Almond has received several major awards, including a Hans Christian Andersen Award, a Carnegie Medal, two 

Whitbread Awards, an Eleanor Farjeon Award, and a Michael L. Printz Award. He is known worldwide as the author of 

SKELLIG, CLAY, and many other plays, stories and novels, including THE BOY WHO SWAM WITH PIRANHAS, 

illustrated by Oliver Jeffers; THE SAVAGE, SLOG'S DAD and MOUSE BIRD SNAKE WOLF, all illustrated by Dave 

McKean; and MY DAD'S A BIRDMAN and THE BOY WHO CLIMBED INTO THE MOON, both illustrated by Polly 

Dunbar. David Almond lives in England.
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