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About the Book

A young woman and her lover are marooned on an island in this ?lushly painted? (People) epic saga of love, faith
and defiance from the bestselling author of SAM.

Heir to a fortune, Marguerite is destined for alife of prosperity and gentility. Then she is orphaned, and her guardian ---
an enigmatic and volatile man --- spends her inheritance and insists she accompany him on an expedition to New France.
That journey takes an unexpected turn when Marguerite, accused of betrayal, is brutaly punished and abandoned on a
small island.

Once a child of privilege who dressed in gowns and laced pearls in her hair, Marguerite finds herself at the mercy of
nature. As the weather turns, blanketing the island in ice, she discovers afaith she?d never before needed.

Inspired by thereal life of a 16th-century heroine, ISOLA isthe timeless story of awoman fighting for survival.

Discussion Guide

1. ISOLA isinspired by the real life of a 16th-century heroine. If you could ask the real Marguerite one question, what
would you ask?

2. ?Everything we treasure has a price. And everything we have will dlip away.? Reflect on how this quote encapsulates
the themes of loss and resilience in Marguerite?s story. How does she cope with the continuous loss of her possessions
and loved ones?
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3. How does Marguerite?s relationship with her guardian shape her journey and her perception of power and control?
How doesit affect her sense of identity and autonomy?

4. Where do different characters draw the line between loyalty and self-preservation?

5. 2 cannot fly. | cannot swim. | cannot escape my island.? How does Marguerite?s sense of entrapment evolve
throughout the novel? Discuss the physical and emotional aspects of her isolation.

6. What does THE BOOK OF THE CITY OF LADIES teach Marguerite --- and the other female characters? In what
ways does Marguerite embody the qualities of these historical and mythical figures?

7. Inwhat waysis Marguerite a product of her era? In what ways did she strike you as more modern?

8. How does Marguerite?s faith evolve over time?

9. What scenes from the book will stay with you the longest?

10. What other themes did you notice in the novel ?

11. Marguerite?s bear claw is her ?proof? that she survived on the island. What else does this totem symbolize for her?

12. Isola celebrates the power of the natural world. Share a personal experience where you felt the immense power or
beauty of nature. How did it affect you?

13. Before her time on the isand, Marguerite is constantly depending on others --- their knowledge, their patronage,
their kindness --- for her survival. How does her situation compare to your own life, and the lives of the modern era?

14. My own life was what | hoped he?d grant me,? Marguerite thinks. Discuss the significance of this quote in the
context of Marguerite?s struggle for independence. How does her desire for control over her own life drive her actions
and decisions?

15. Do you think Roberva was brought to any sort of justice? Why or why not?
16. Imagine you were marooned on an island like Marguerite. What three items would you want to have with you for

survival, and why?
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