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About the Book

Heart's Desire is a story of things lost and things found, in particular those we often don't notice or appreciate at first 

glance, along with others we sometimes take for granted, such as love, friendship, and courage.

Card shark and former wild child Hallie Palmer is in college now, and Bernard, her former legal guardian and go-to guy 

for crepes suzettes, has suddenly appeared during final exams. He's hysterical that his relationship has gone down in 

flames and wants to enlist Hallie in a scheme to win Gil back. So Hallie returns to Cosgrove County, Ohio, the setting of 

Pedersen's award-winning novel Beginner's Luck, and resumes her job as live-in yard person for the summer, and also 

for some damage control. The eccentric Stockton clan is back in full force, including Bernard's socially and sexually 

progressive mother Olivia, her hot-tempered Italian lover Ottavio who is desperate for a wedding, and Rocky, the 

chimpanzee who is one Singapore Sling away from needing an AA meeting for primates. Around town, folks assume 

that since Hallie didn't end up doing time after her previous escapades, she now has time for all of their problems, and 

thus begins a series of uproarious adventures. Only the truth is that Hallie has plenty of troubles of her own, from paying 

a big tuition bill to deciding if her new boyfriend is THE ONE. Hallie tackles the issue of money by reacquainting 

herself with the local bookie, Cappy, while the second question is further complicated by the reappearance of her old 

boyfriend Craig. As Hallie navigates life's unexpected paths of games lost and love found, she soon discovers that 

money and love can occasionally cause a lot more problems than they solve. Yet with friends, family, and a place to call 

home, your heart's desire is oftentimes right around the corner...if you're willing to take a chance on life.

Discussion Guide

1. Hallie believes that she's fallen in love with Auggie after a brief meeting. Is there such a thing as love at first sight?
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2. Do you have a set of criteria for "the right one," characteristics that you know you really like in a person, or do you 

just go by how you feel when you meet someone and then spend a bit of time together?

3. Brandt points out that most species are not monogamous. Into which category do you think humans fall? Are we 

meant to mate for life, be serially monogamous, or just date various people? Or does it depend on the individuals and the 

relationship?

4. At the beginning of the book Hallie observes that many couples seem to divorce when their kids leave for college. Do 

you think that people wanting to get divorced should try and stay together until their children are at least teenagers?

5. Can your significant other also be your best friend? Is it necessary to have a good friend with whom you're not 

engaged in a physical relationship in order to talk about certain things?

6. Hallie's mother believes that Louise has taken up with a bad crowd of friends and that this is to blame for her recent 

wayward behavior. Is it fair to judge people by the company they choose to keep, or should you be able to see them as an 

individual? Would you worry if you had a teenage daughter hanging around with older guys who drove fast cars?

7. Hallie and Brandt have known each other a long time, and it appears that they might start a relationship. Has there 

ever been a person you really like and have known for a long time, but never considered for a relationship? What makes 

for "chemistry" between two people, where they both want more than friendship?

8. Hallie is having what she deems to be a good experience at college, but it sounds as if only a fraction of her time is 

devoted to actual learning. What percentage of high school and/or college would you say is about academics and what 

percentage is about other things such as learning how to be a friend, have a relationship, and basically be a human being?

9. Craig and Hallie agreed not to be exclusive while attending colleges so far away from each other. Based on your 

experiences, can long-distance relationships work?

10. Brandt and Louise choose abstinence when it comes to premarital sex. Is this the best option for all young people, or 

does it depend on the teenager? Should parents, teachers, and counselors be trying to steer teens toward abstinence, or 

should they provide all the information and let them decide what's right? If you had a teenage son or daughter what route 

would you want him or her to take?

11. What are the pros and cons of marrying the only person with whom you ever plan on having a serious physical 

relationship?

12. Every once in a while we're surprised to hear someone we thought was heterosexual announce a lifestyle change. In 

the book, Gil briefly considers being with a woman after a long same-sex relationship. Do you know people who have 

questioned their sexual preferences, and if so, do you think the urge to do so came on suddenly or had been on their 

minds for a while, only they may have been worried about sharing the information?

13. Ottavio wants to marry and Olivia doesn't. Whose side are you on? Would you mind if one of your children, parents, 

or grandparents was living with a significant other?



14. Is it true that you always remember your first kiss and/or the first time you enter into a serious physical relationship? 

Do people make too big a deal about first times or are they really special?

15. Hallie's parents have a lot of kids to keep track of. If you're a teenager, do your parents know much about your real

life? How might they answer if you were to ask them? If you're older and you think back, did your parents know much 

about what was really going on when you were sixteen or seventeen? And if you have teenagers now, do you think you 

know much about their relationships?

16. Occasionally Hallie is forthcoming about her fears and concerns but usually lets them bubble inside for a long time. 

On the other hand Bernard is happy to unburden himself to basically anyone willing to listen. Do you tend to discuss 

your problems with others or keep them to yourself? Is either way healthier, is there a happy medium, or does it depend 

on the person?

17. As you get older, has your view on love changed at all? Are you more hopeful or more cynical about romance than 

you were a few years ago?

18. Do you think people usually break up because they feel that one of them has changed, or because they find they 

didn't really know the other person as well as they thought? Or is there another cause you see happening a lot, such as 

meeting someone else?

19. Can the brain can be saying one thing about a person while the heart is saying another? Why do you think we 

sometimes make bad choices for partners? And is this a learning curve so that as you get older your selection process 

improves? If a friend told you that he or she loved someone who didn't love them back, what would you be your advice?

20. Bernard goes through a very bad time after splitting up with Gil. Have you ever had a bad breakup? What helped you 

through it? Did you learn anything that ended up being useful later on?

21. What do you think is the most important element in a successful relationship?
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Critical Praise



"Smart, funny, and chockful of surprises, Heart's Desire delivers on the promise of its title. Laura Pedersen's lively 

imagination has created a cast of zany characters and an unforgettable heroine, whose honesty, sweet nature, and 

witticisms make this novel an enchanting read."
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