
Elvis Takes a Back Seat
by Leanna Ellis

About the Book

The book involves young widow Claudia McIntosh. Determined to fulfill her husband?s last request, she is hauling a 

three-foot bust of Elvis Presley in the back seat of a vintage Cadillac from Dallas to Memphis, hoping to locate the 

kitschy sculpture?s rightful owner. Along for the ride are Claudia?s eccentric aunt --- who actually knew Elvis --- and a 

temperamental teen with a suspicious mind of her own. When the road trip hits the Heartbreak Hotel, the three women 

uncover pieces of their past along with the bust?s mysterious history --- discoveries that may change their lives and faith 

forever.

Discussion Guide

1. Which character did you identify with the most: Claudia, Rae or Ivy? Which personality trait or aspect of her life did 

you relate to?

2. Which mother/daughter relationship in the novel most reflects your own experience? In what ways?

3. What ?idol? did each woman cling to? Were they each able to let go of their idols?

4. Have you ever been to Graceland? What was your experience like? What was the most unusual thing you saw? What 

surprised you most about Elvis?

5. How was Claudia trapped in her life? Did Elvis seemed trapped in a similar way?

6. How does the American culture idolize those in the limelight? What are some of the perks and pitfalls for both the 

?idol? and fan?
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7. How do you think attitudes toward American idols have changed from 1977 when Elvis died to recent years when the 

TV show American Idol became a national phenomenon?

8. What do you think the lasting impact of Elvis?s influence on our culture has been?

9. How did each woman?s faith change during the course of the novel?

10. The need to forgive runs as an undercurrent throughout the novel. Whom does each of the characters need to forgive 

and why? Whom do you need to forgive?

11. How do you think the women will handle their changing roles in future years? How will the relationship between 

Claudia and Rae change now that the truth has come out?

Author Bio

Elvis Takes a Back Seat represents a rebirth of sorts for Leanna Ellis. Writing Leanna Ellis sold more than 1.3 million 

romantic novels writing as Leanna Wilson, winning a Readers' Choice award and the Romance Writers of America 

Golden Heart award for her work. Like Francine Rivers before her, Leanna has left behind a successful career as an 

author of secular romances to write novels of faith that glorify God. A former schoolteacher, Leanna is now a 

homeschool mom and lives with her husband and children in Keller, Texas.

Critical Praise

"Welcome to a talented storyteller and a fun, deep, unexpected book."
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