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About the Book

Liz awakens in an unfamiliar bed in an unfamiliar room. Why is she on a ship in the middle of the ocean? Where is the 

ship heading? And who is this other girl named Thandi who is sharing her room? Liz finally comes to understand that 

she has been killed by a hitandrun driver and is bound for a place called Elsewhere.

Liz arrives in Elsewhere and is greeted by her grandmother Betty, a woman who died even before Liz was born. On the 

drive to her home, Betty explains how Elsewhere operates. Liz will live in Elsewhere and age in reverse. She is expected 

to decide on some sort of avocation (a job she loves) and to go on with her life until she becomes a baby. At that point, 

Liz will be "released" to return to Earth and given an entirely new life.

Liz resists the customs of Elsewhere. She is angered that instead of growing older and obtaining her driver's license and 

falling in love, she will get younger. She refuses to do more than sit each day at the Observation Deck and watch her 

family and friends back on Earth through the binoculars. Eventually, bored with doing nothing but viewing the events on 

Earth, Liz begins to accept her new life. She elects to help domestic pets become acclimated to life in Elsewhere and 

ends up adopting a dog named Sadie on the first day of her job. Later, Liz meets Owen Wells and falls in love.

Life, though, is no easier in Elsewhere than it was on Earth, and Liz has to learn how to deal with loss and change. In 

Owen's previous life on Earth, he was married. When his wife arrives in Elsewhere, Liz is displaced. She decides to take 

advantage of a special clause, known as the Sneaker Clause, and return to Earth now rather than wait for her inevitable 

infancy. At the last minute, Liz changes her mind. Owen rescues Liz from the water so she can return to life on 

Elsewhere. Liz continues to grow younger until, as the novel ends, she is released into the River to be born anew on 

Earth. ELSEWHERE explores how we all must cope with life and whatever is to come after our lives end.
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1. Much of Liz?s initial anger at finding herself in Elsewhere is that her future plans are canceled and she will age in 

reverse. What future events are you most looking forward to? How would you feel about aging in reverse?

 

2. Water is a powerful image and symbol that runs throughout the book. Why does the author elect to use water as 

such an essential symbol? Discuss some of the other symbols, such as Liz?s stitches, the watch her father gave her, 

and the snow globe.

 

3. There are many characters who are part of the story of ELSEWHERE; all of them are critical to it. No characters, 

not even the canine ones, are minor to the story. Explore how the characters move the novel forward. How does 

each of them help Liz adjust to life on Elsewhere and come to understand that life on Elsewhere is something to be 

cherished?

 

4. If you were in Liz?s shoes, would you spend all you time on the Observation Deck or do you think you?d 

acclimate? Would you mourn the loss of your life on Earth? Would you view being on Elsewhere as a liberating 

change and fresh start?

 

5. Notice the allusions made to classic and contemporary literature throughout the novel. Liz recalls a line about 

antique lands. Aldous Ghent prompts Liz to read Shakespeare?s A Midsummer Night?s Dream. Liz reads 

Charlotte?s Web as she grows younger. Finally, Owen reads Tuck Everlasting to Liz when she is no longer able to 

read on her own. How does each address some facet of Liz?s life (on Earth and Elsewhere) and experiences?

 

6. How does the author use humor in the novel? What examples of wordplay are evident? Is the humor intended to 

defuse the emotion of a serious situation or scene? Is it a way to show how Liz is becoming acclimated to life on 

Elsewhere?

 

7. Liz and all the other arrivals in Elsewhere are encouraged to find an avocation to pursue during their time there. 

Ghent explains to Liz that an avocation is something that makes one?s soul complete (page 74). Some of the 

residents of Elsewhere work in avocations similar to the jobs they did on Earth; others have new ones. Marilyn 

Monroe becomes a psychiatrist. Curtis Jest decides to be a fisherman and comments that John Lennon is a gardener. 

How do the avocations of Monroe, Lennon, Owen, Betty, Curtis, and other characters reflect what they really want 

out of their new lives? What would you chose as an avocation?



 

8. This novel is divided into three separate parts and also employs a prologue and an epilogue. What purpose do the 

three parts serve? What important events occur in each of the three parts? Why did the author chose Liz?s dog, 

Lucy, to narrate the prologue? How does the epilogue bring the novel not to a close but to a resolution?
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