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About the Book

A woman held captive finally escapes --- but can she ever really get away?

GONE GIRL meets ROOM in this page-turning, #1 internationally bestselling thriller from one of Germany?s 

hottest new talents.

A windowless shack in the woods. A dash to safety. But when a woman finally escapes her captor, the end of the story is 

only the beginning of her nightmare.

She says her name is Lena. Lena, who disappeared without a trace 14 years prior. She fits the profile. She has the 

distinctive scar. But her family swears that she isn?t their Lena.

The little girl who escaped the woods with her knows things she isn?t sharing, and Lena?s devastated father is trying to 

piece together details that don?t quite fit. Lena is desperate to begin again, but something tells her that her tormentor still 

wants to get back what belongs to him?and that she may not be able to truly escape until the whole truth about what 

happened in the woods finally emerges.

Twisty, suspenseful and psychologically clever, Romy Hausmann's DEAR CHILD is a captivating thriller with all the 

ingredients of a breakout hit.

Discussion Guide

1. DEAR CHILD has been compared to a mix between GONE GIRL and ROOM. Do you think the comparisons work 

and, if so, why?
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2. ?The thriller that starts where others end.? Romy Hausmann deliberately chose a slightly different structure for her 

thriller. Were you intrigued by this device, and how does it compare to a more traditional thriller story arc?

3. Romy was born in East Germany, the former GDR --- a world that was dominated by boundaries and a lack of 

freedom. DEAR CHILD clearly also deals with similar issues, even though in a very different way, of course. How do 

you think both worlds compare? How are the notions of imprisonment and freedom explored in the novel, and do you 

think they are tied to physical spaces?

4. DEAR CHILD is written from three different perspectives --- the voices of Hannah, Matthias and Lena/Jasmin. Which 

of the voices works most effectively for you, and which is your favorite? Do you think the author had a favorite 

character when writing the book and, if so, why?

5. ?Most of all I wanted to create authentic characters that could really exist in reality. Discuss.

6. Romy said in an interview once that there are a lot of readers who seem to hate Matthias because he is so angry and 

almost blinded by his rage. Can you sympathize with the way he acts in the story?

7. Lars Rogner claims that he and Matthias Beck are not that dissimilar. Do you agree?

8. Do you think Hannah?s character changes over time?

9. Romy feels that people are mainly driven by two things in life: love and fear. Who do you think this reflects in the 

plot of her thriller?

10. What do you think will happen to Jasmin, Hannah and Matthias after DEAR CHILD ends? Do you think the story 

gives any clues about their future?

Author Bio

Romy Hausmann lives with her family at a remote house in the woods in Stuttgart, Germany. DEAR CHILD is her 

English-language debut.
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