ReadingGroupGuides

The online community for reading groups

Days of Wonder

by Caroline Leavitt

About the Book

New York Times bestselling author Caroline Leavitt returns with a tantalizing, courageous story about mothers

and daughters, guilt and innocence, and the lengths we go for love.

As ateenager, for a moment, Ella Fitchburg found love --- yearning, breathless love --- that consumed both her and her
boyfriend, Jude, as they wandered the streets of New York City together. But her glorious life was pulled out from
beneath her after she was accused of trying to murder Jude?s father, an imperious superior court judge. When she learns
she?s pregnant shortly after receiving along prison sentence, she reluctantly decides to give up the child.

Ellais released from prison after serving only six years and is desperate to turn the page on a new life, but she can?
seem to let go of her past. With only an address as a possible lead, she movesto Ann Arbor, Michigan, determined to get
her daughter back. Hiding her identity and living in a constant state of deception, she finds that what she?s been
searching for al along is away to uncover --- and live with --- the truth. Y et a central mystery endures: neither Jude nor
Ella can remember the events leading up to the attempted murder --- that fateful night that led to Ella?s conviction.

For fans of Miranda Cowley Heller?s THE PAPER PALACE and Allegra Goodman?s SAM, Caroline Leavitt?s DAY S
OF WONDER s a gripping high-drama page-turner about the elusive nature of redemption and the profound reach of

love.

Discussion Guide

1. In a novel filled with betrayals, violence and lies, Caroline Leavitt uses the word 2wonder? both in the title and
throughout the book. Why do you think she did this? What was the wonder in the novel, and what would you say the

wonder in your own lifeis?
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2. DAYS OF WONDER delves into the difference between what people remember and what really happened. To
emphasize this, the novel follows a dua timeline, tracing what was known in the past and juxtaposing it with what is
uncovered in the present. Why do you think these characters put such trust in their memories? Did they have any other
choice? Would you have?

3. Ellawrites down her darkest secrets and puts them in a wooden box. She controls what she wants others to know, and
at the end, her decision about what to do with this box is meant to be surprising. Why do you think she was able to do
that?

4. Leavitt explores many different types of family in DAY S OF WONDER. There is the depiction of an isolated Hasidic
community; the portrait of a single mother, Helen, as she raises her daughter, Ella; and then there is the not-so-nuclear
family that Helen and Ella create with Jude. What do you think the author is saying about the types of family we?e
drawn to create?

5. Helen is determined to raise Ellaradically different from the way that she was raised. She later blames herself for al
that happened, but do you think she was responsible at all? Would you raise your kids in a different way from how you
were raised? Why or why not?

6. Leavitt investigates the thorny question of what is really best for a child and why. What do you imagine the best
outcome for Carlawould be?

7. Many characters experience violence in DAY S OF WONDER --- for Jude growing up, for Helen, and for Ella?s best
friend, Marianna. What do you think the author is trying to say about violence? Why is it so often the case that victims
find away to blame themselves?

8. There is an interesting duality in DAYS OF WONDER: Jude grows plants that, if used in the right way, can be
healing. But if used in the wrong way, they can poison. What other instances of duality do you seein this novel ?

9. Leavitt has said that almost all her novels pay homage to William Inge?s Splendor in the Grass, about young lovers
whose lives are derailed by parental interference and class differences. How do you see this novel play with and subvert
that theme?

10. The characters in DAYS OF WONDER are marked --- by their traumatic childhoods, by their fractured
relationships; and in the case of Jude and Ella, they are visibly marked by the matching hummingbird tattoos. What do
you make of the divergence in the ways Jude and Ella come to view their tattoos by the end of the book?

11. That night --- the night of the attempted murder --- many different things could have happened. What else did you
imagine as you read?

12. At its heart, DAY S OF WONDER is about the bliss and terrible fallout of young love. Have you experienced this
kind of frenzied affection?



Author Bio

Caroline Leavitt is the award-winning author of such novels as the New York Times bestsellers PICTURES OF YOU and
IS THIS TOMORROW. A book critic for People magazine, her essays, articles and stories have been included in New
York magazine, ?Modern Love? in the New York Times, Salon and The Daily Beast, among others. The recipient of a
New York Foundation of the Arts Award for Fiction and a Sundance Screenwriters Lab findlist, she is also the co-
founder of A Mighty Blaze.
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