
Daughter of Egypt
by Marie Benedict

About the Book

Known for her ?delightful blend of historical fiction and suspense? (People), New York Times bestselling author 

Marie Benedict returns with a sweeping tale of a young woman who unearths the truth about a forgotten 

Pharaoh --- rewriting both of their legacies forever.

In the 1920s, archaeologist Howard Carter and Lord Carnarvon of Highclere Castle made headlines around the world 

with the discovery of the treasure-filled tomb of the boy Pharaoh Tutankhamun. But behind it all stood Lady Evelyn 

Herbert --- daughter of Lord Carnarvon --- whose daring spirit and relentless curiosity made the momentous find 

possible.

Nearly 3,000 years earlier, another woman defied the expectations of her time: Hatshepsut, Egypt?s lost pharaoh. Her 

reign was bold, visionary --- and nearly erased from history.

When Evelyn becomes obsessed with finding Hatshepsut?s secret tomb, she risks everything to uncover the truth about 

her reign and keep valued artifacts in Egypt, their rightful home. But as danger closes in and political tensions rise, she 

must make an impossible choice: protect her father?s legacy --- or forge her own.

Propelled by high adventure and deadly intrigue, DAUGHTER OF EGYPT is the story of two ambitious women who 

lived centuries apart. Both were forced to hide who they were during their lifetimes, yet they ultimately changed history 

forever.

Discussion Guide

1. When DAUGHTER OF EGYPT opens, the Great War --- known to us now as World War I --- has ended, and both 

England and Egypt are in a period of tremendous change. How much did you know about this time period in England 
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and continental Europe? How familiar were you with the impact the Great War had on Egypt? Is this an era about which 

you needed to educate yourself?

2. Highclere Castle is famous as the real-life location of Downton Abbey. The castle and the family who own it, 

however, have a fascinating and important history. Had you heard of the Carnarvons, for whom Highclere Castle has 

been the seat since the 1600s? What, if anything, did you know about them and their realm?

3. For many people, their first introduction to ancient Egypt and its archaeology comes through the splendors found in 

the tomb of Pharaoh Tutankamun. Was this the case for you? Did you find the role of the esteemed Carnarvon family in 

unearthing this singular discovery --- Lady Evelyn Herbert, in particular --- surprising? Did their excavations and those 

of this time period differ from the way you envisioned them?

4. Egypt and its history are at the very core of the novel --- not only ancient Egypt but also Egypt during this critical 

juncture. Did you have any specific reaction to the colonial nature of 1920s Egypt or the rise of the movement for 

independence?

5. DAUGHTER OF EGYPT weaves together the story of Evelyn and her desire to uncover the tomb of the female 

pharaoh Hatshepsut with the story of Hatshepsut herself. Had you ever heard of Hatshepsut? Did the depiction of her in 

the novel shift any understanding you may have had about ancient Egypt? What legacy do you think Hatshepsut may 

have left behind?

6. Did you see any parallels between Evelyn and Hatshepsut, despite the fact that the worlds and times they inhabited 

were so very different? What similarities exist between their concerns and the issues faced by people today?

7. How did you respond to the way in which Hatshepsut and Evelyn?s stories concluded in DAUGHTER OF EGYPT? 

Were you satisfied with the path that Evelyn chose? How did you feel about the manner in which Hatshepsut?s reign --- 

indeed, her life insofar as most people knew --- ended? As you may know from the Author?s Note, the cause of 

Hatshepsut?s death and the reason for her erasure from monuments, sculpture and even papyri throughout Egypt remains 

a mystery.

8. Woven throughout the novel is the question about who owns the past and its artifacts, and how it is remembered. 

Discuss this critical issue, one that is both historical and modern.

Author Bio

Marie Benedict is a lawyer with more than 10 years of experience as a litigator. A graduate of Boston College and 

Boston University School of Law, she is the New York Times and USA Today bestselling author of DAUGHTER OF 

EGYPT, THE QUEENS OF CRIME, THE MITFORD AFFAIR, HER HIDDEN GENIUS, THE MYSTERY OF MRS. 

CHRISTIE, THE ONLY WOMAN IN THE ROOM, LADY CLEMENTINE, CARNEGIE'S MAID, THE OTHER 

EINSTEIN. She also has coauthored with Victoria Christopher Murray the New York Times bestselling THE 

PERSONAL LIBRARIAN, a ?Good Morning America? Book Club pick; THE FIRST LADIES, Target?s 2023 Book of 



the Year; and A PAIR OF ACES. All have been translated into multiple languages, and many have been selected for 

national book clubs. She lives in Pittsburgh with her family.
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