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About the Book

In a near-future northern settlement, the fates of a young woman, a professor and a mysterious collective of 

climate researchers collide in this mesmerizing and transportive debut that ?delivers its big ideas with suspense, 

endlessly surprising twists, and abundant heart? (Jessamine Chan, New York Times bestselling author).

In remote northern Canada, a team led by a visionary American architect is break­ing ground on a building project called 

Camp Zero, intended to be the beginning of a new way of life. A clever and determined young woman code-named Rose 

is offered a chance to join the Blooms, a group hired to entertain the men in camp --- but her real mission is to secretly 

monitor the mercurial architect in charge. In return, she?ll receive a home for her climate-displaced Korean immigrant 

mother and herself.

Rose quickly secures the trust of her target, only to discover that everyone has a hidden agenda, and nothing is as it 

seems. Through skill­fully braided perspectives, including those of a young professor longing to escape his wealthy 

family and an all-woman military research unit struggling for survival at a climate station, the fate of Camp Zero?s 

inhabitants reaches a stunning crescendo.

Atmospheric, fiercely original and utterly gripping, CAMP ZERO is an electrifying page-turner and a masterful 

exploration of who and what will survive in a warming world, and how falling in love and building community can be 

the most daring acts of all.

Discussion Guide

1. Early on, the reader is introduced to a full cast of characters. Why do you think the author wrote chapters from 

alternating points of view?
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2. How would you characterize the tone of the story? How does the language contribute to the tone? What else 

contributes to it?

3. Compare the women of White Alice to the Blooms. Discuss their major similarities and differences.

4. CAMP ZERO is set in the near future. What is different about the world in the novel versus real life?

5. The Flick is a piece of technology embedded in humans from birth or a young age. Do you see the Flick as the 

evolution of a smartphone? How is it used in the story to keep socioeconomic classes divided?

6. The majority of the story takes place in northern Canada, with references to the New England area. While reading, did 

you find yourself imagining what life in the world of the novel might look like in southern areas of the world? Based on 

the information provided by the author, discuss what you think the rest of the world looks like in this version of 2049.

7. Power dynamics play a huge role throughout CAMP ZERO. The men appear to be in charge of the camp, it seems the 

researchers at White Alice are beholden to the government, and the Blooms answer firstly to Judith. Who ultimately has 

the power?

8. Discuss the many ways in which characters ?reinvent? themselves in CAMP ZERO. Who succeeds, and who fails? 

What, in your opinion, does it mean to reinvent oneself in the context of this story? Does every character in this novel 

have the power/opportunity to self-invent? Which characters do, and which characters don?t? Is it a privilege or a right?

9. We see a few varying examples of motherhood and the mother/daughter relationship throughout CAMP ZERO, 

including those of Rose and her mother, the women of White Alice and Aurora, and eventually Judith to the Blooms. 

What role does motherhood play throughout the story, and why is it important to see these different dynamics?

10. Almost every character uses a pseudonym or is renamed during the story. What is the significance behind these new 

names? Were the reasons for these names the same for both the male and female characters?

11. CAMP ZERO features a number of sympathetic characters, including some who are complicit in harmful acts. While 

reading, did you find yourself drawn to any one character? Discuss your favorites and how they are portrayed.

12. Choose between the Floating City, White Alice or Camp Zero. Where would you live?

Author Bio

Michelle Min Sterling was born in British Columbia, Canada, and now lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts. She teaches 

literature and writing at Berklee College of Music, and has held fellowships at Akademie Schloss Solitude, Banff Centre 

for Arts and Creativity, Vermont Studio Center, and the Virginia Center for the Creative Arts. Her writing has appeared 

in The Baffler and Joyland. CAMP ZERO is her first novel.



Camp Zero
by Michelle Min Sterling

Publication Date: February 20, 2024

Genres: Dystopian, Fiction, Science Fiction

Paperback: 320 pages

Publisher: Atria Books

ISBN-10: 1668007576

ISBN-13: 9781668007570

https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/authors/michelle-min-sterling
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/dystopian
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/fiction
https://admin.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/genres/science-fiction

