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About the Book

From Mary Kay Andrews, the New York Times bestselling author of THE HOMEWRECKERS and THE SANTA 

SUIT, comes a novella celebrating love and the warm, glittering charm of the holiday season.

When fall rolls around, it?s time for Kerry Tolliver to leave her family?s Christmas tree farm in the mountains of North 

Carolina for the wilds of New York City to help her gruff older brother and his dog, Queenie, sell the trees at the family 

stand on a corner in Greenwich Village. Sharing a tiny vintage camper and experiencing Manhattan for the first time, 

Kerry is ready to try to carve out a new corner for herself.

In the weeks leading into Christmas, Kerry quickly becomes close with the charming neighbors who live near their 

stand. When an elderly neighbor goes missing, Kerry will need to combine her country know-how with her newly 

acquired New York knowledge to protect the new friends she?s come to think of as family.

And complicating everything is Patrick, a single dad raising his adorable, dragon-loving son, Austin, on this quirky 

block. Kerry and Patrick?s chemistry is undeniable, but what chance does this holiday romance really have?

Filled with family ties, both rekindled and new, and sparkling with Christmas magic, BRIGHT LIGHTS, BIG 

CHRISTMAS delivers everything Mary Kay Andrews fans adore, all tied up in a hilarious, romantic gem of a novel.

Discussion Guide

1. Kerry states that she never felt at home in her small hometown in the mountains. Has there ever been a point in your 

life when you had that fish-out-of-water feeling? What place feels most like home to you and why?

2. New York City quickly starts to feel like home to Kerry. What are the forces at play to make her feel welcomed in the 
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heart of the West Village? Has a new place ever unexpectedly begun to feel like home for you?

3. So often in fiction, and especially in Christmas stories, characters flee the big city for a small town. City folk are often 

regarded with suspicion, and country living is seen as preferable and even more virtuous. This novel turns that trope on 

its head a bit. Were the author?s characterizations of life in NYC?s West Village surprising to you? Has a place you?d 

previously thought of as large, intimidating and unwelcoming ever begun to feel otherwise? How so?

4. Kerry faces down her own fear of failure and, with the help of friends, is able to summon the courage to follow her 

hopes and dreams. Has a fear of failure ever held you back? Who or what helped you overcome it?

5. Murphy is a little set in his ways and too proud to accept Kerry?s suggestions for adapting their Christmas tree 

business to changing times. In what ways does Kerry improve the Tolliver family tree stand? What forces are at play to 

help Murphy welcome change?

6. Heinz is dealing with long-held feelings of grief over some particularly hard losses in his life. What is it that 

ultimately helps set him free? Has grief ever kept you from enjoying the present? How did you deal with that?

7. The ancillary characters in this novel play a big role in Murphy?s and Kerry?s experience in and around Abingdon 

Square. Who in the neighborhood impacted Murphy the most? Kerry? Are there bit players in your own day-to-day life 

who are a big part of your own story?

8. Spammy the trailer plays such a big role in this story, becoming somewhat of a main character. What is it about 

Spammy that makes it so special to Kerry, her family and her new friends? Have you ever felt a real, enduring 

connection to a family vehicle or other possession?

9. As Christmas Day draws closer, the push is on for the Tollivers to make it back home to Tarburton for the holiday, 

although forces conspire against this plan. How do Kerry and Murphy make due, given the circumstances? Would you 

say their Christmas ended up being a merry one after all?

10. Holiday gifts shared at the end of the novel are simple but meaningful. How well-suited were each of the gifts for 

their recipients? What are your family gift-giving traditions? When do you open gifts? Who do you exchange gifts with?

11. There are so many places to get a Christmas tree --- from a city corner tree stand, to a chop-your-own farm in the 

country, and every fire house and big box store in between. Where do you buy your Christmas tree? Real or fake? White 

lights or multi-colored?
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