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About the Book

In this highly anticipated sequel, Liane Moriarty examines the complexities of modern women?s lives, shining 

light on family dynamics and long-hidden truths with wit and compassion. Whether you?ve read BIG LITTLE 

LIES or not, this is the perfect novel for longtime fans and new readers alike.

The last time we saw the women of BIG LITTLE LIES --- Madeline, Celeste, Jane, Renata and Bonnie --- their children 

were five years old. If someone wasn?t invited to a birthday party, feelings were hurt. But 10 years have passed, and the 

kids are in high school, navigating all of the drama that accompanies teendom (goodbye playdates, hello drugs, sex and 

alcohol).

When the high school principal receives a threatening package in the mail, word quickly spreads throughout the 

community, and parents are in an uproar. But Madeline, Celeste, Jane, Renata and Bonnie have other things to worry 

about. Celeste?s mother-in-law, Mary Louise, is behaving oddly. Is it old-age forgetfulness and bluntness, or something 

more sinister? Madeline is facing perhaps the biggest challenge of her life, Jane is at a dangerous fork in her marriage, 

Bonnie has realized there?s only so much solace in yoga. And Renata? Renata is living her best life --- revenge is sweet.

When a stranger begins lurking around the school asking supposedly innocent questions, this tightly connected group of 

women finally must face the full repercussions of the big little truths they have and haven?t shared with their kids. 

Because the stakes are now much higher than not being invited to an ice-skating party --- and the ice has never been 

thinner for any of them.

Discussion Guide

In order to provide reading groups with the most informed and thought-provoking questions possible, it is sometimes 

necessary to reveal certain aspects of the storyline. If you have not finished reading, you may want to do so before 
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reviewing this guide.

1. What ?big little truths? do you think the title refers to? What distinguishes a ?big little truth? from a ?big little lie?? 

2. The women of BIG LITTLE TRUTHS feel bonded by the events of 10 years prior. Are you surprised that they?ve 

stayed close? Do you think they?d be friends if not for Perry?s death? 

3. Do the teenagers in the book remind you of their parents? What have they inherited from the previous generation? In 

what ways are they forging new paths? 

4. How do the men and women in the novel experience aging differently? Are the differences real or perceived?

5.  Jane thinks it?s remarkable that Renata has ?only one voice in her head? --- she doesn?t talk to herself. Do you hold 

conversations with yourself in your mind? What does this distinction reveal about Renata?s and Jane?s characters?

6. Now that she?s a parent herself, Jane finds herself replaying memories from her teen years but thinking about them 

from her adult perspective. Looking back on your own formative years, has your perspective changed?

7. Renata and Celeste are both single and dating in their middle age. What challenges do they face? How do they 

approach dating differently?

8. The parents have kept many details about their pasts from their children. How much honesty and openness do parents 

owe their kids? Do you think Celeste, Jane and Bonnie should have shared the truth about Perry with their kids earlier? 

Is there a ?right time? to share something like that?

9. History teacher Melody Montclair is new in town and immediately sets about befriending her students? moms, though 

Renata is skeptical. Why do you think the women are drawn to Melody? Why does Renata resist?

10. All of the generations in BIG LITTLE TRUTHS --- kids, parents, grandparents --- are carefully observing one 

another. Do they see one another clearly? What do they miss? What do they notice that the other side can?t?

11. Celeste observes that the group dynamic between herself, Madeline, Jane and Renata is ?just like high school but 

with better manners and more subtext.? How are the teenage and adult friendships in the book similar? Has anything 

really changed since high school?

12. How is the issue of consent explored in the novel? Do the teenagers have different ideas about consent from their 

parents? Have your own views about consent changed in the past decade? Chloe says, ?I consented.? Do you think she 

will feel differently about this when she becomes an adult? Or perhaps has children of her own?

13. Do you believe Melody has any redeeming features, or is she, as Renata says, a ?sex trafficker,? consciously and 

maliciously grooming both the parents and students? Do you believe Melody?s actions are worse than those of her 

husband? If so, do you believe it?s because we hold women to a higher standard? Do you think the author was inspired 

by any real-life cases?

14. Mary-Louise sees Bonnie?s lack of apology as ?the absolute pinnacle of bad manners.? Do you think she deserved an 



apology? Could Melody?s actions ever be forgiven? Which other characters in the novel needed to give or receive 

forgiveness?

15. Did you understand or relate to Jane?s feelings regarding having more children? Do you think she might eventually 

give Tom a baby?

16. Have you seen the HBO adaptation of BIG LITTLE LIES? If so, did it have any impact on the way you read the 

book? 
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