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About the Book

"The day Martha Winter decided to tear apart her family began like any other day."

When Martha sits down one late summer?s morning to write out the invitations to her 80th birthday, she knows that what
she will reveal that day will possibly ruin the perfect family idyll she and her husband David have spent over 50 years
building?

But she hasto let her family know what she and David have sacrificed. She can live alie any more.

The invitation goes out far and wide, caling her three children and their families back home to Winterfold, their
rambling house in the heart of the English countryside. They are Bill, the doctor; Florence, the eccentric academic; and
Daisy?the child who never fit in. As the story unfolds, each character reveals their own secrets, joys, and tragedies they
are wrestling with through.

Discussion Guide

This reading group guide for A PLACE FOR US includes an introduction, discussion questions and ideas for enhancing
your book club. The suggested questions are intended to help your reading group find new and interesting angles and
topics for your discussion. We hope that these ideas will enrich your conversation and increase your enjoyment of the
book.

I ntroduction

When Martha Winter sits down one late summer?s morning to invite her family to return home for her 80th birthday
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celebration, she knows that what she is planning to reveal at the party could ruin the idyllic life she and her husband,
David, have spent over 50 years building.

As the family returns to Winterfold, their rambling house in the heart of the English countryside, each character reveals
the secrets, joys, and tragedies with which they are wrestling. And when Martha finally unburdens her secret, the
family?s foundation threatens to crumble.

Topics & Questionsfor Discussion

1. The magjority of charactersin A PLACE FOR US are women, and consequently this book addresses many women?s
issues. What are some of the defining moments for the women in the novel, and how do these events impact their
characters? development? What kinds of arguments do you believe the author is ultimately trying to make through her
female characters about women?s experiences? How do you relate to these experiences?

2. Martha says, AWomen weren? supposed to think we could have both, back then. Do the job we loved, have the family
we wanted.? ?Back then? to Martha would be the mid-20th century. Do you think the attitude of society today has truly
progressed to encourage women to have both? Discuss.

3. The author takes the reader through the story from the perspective of multiple characters, focusing on some more than
others. Do you believe al the characters play equal supporting roles, or would you argue that some are more pivotal than
others? Do you think there is amain character? If yes, who, and why?

4. Why do you think we see certain scenes from the point of view of a particular character? For example, the
neighborhood party is told from Lucy?s point of view. How would it have been different if seen through the eyes of Joe

or Florence?

5. The book is divided into four parts, each beginning with a quote or lines of poetry. How do these epigraphs relate
thematically to the section they introduce, and to the book as a whole?

6. Why do you think David and Martha never told Florence that she was adopted? Do you think they were justified in
not doing so?

7. When Martha comes to Paris to take Cat and Luke home to Winterfold, Cat says she recognizes the Xeeling of half
sadness, half happiness that stalked her all the time lately? as love. Have you ever felt this way? How would you define
love?

8. At the family lunch, when Martha makes her announcement, she says that she and David Awent wrong, somewhere
along the way,? and that ?it begins with Daisy. It ends with her t00.? Do you agree with Martha?s perception that she
and David as parents are somehow at fault? Do you agree that Daisy is the primary catalyst for the problems that
affected the family?

9. Do you think that Martha was right to handle Daisy?s death in the way that she did? If not, how should she have done



it differently, and what repercussions do you think it may have had?

10. When Karen and Bill separate, both feel that the other is at fault for the damage to their marriage. Do you believe
that Karen or Bill played the primary role in hurting the relationship? Do you believe that one person can be more at
fault than another when a relationship fails? The birth of Bellais a crucial moment for Karen and Bill; how significant

do you think it wasin their journey to healing?

11. Many characters, from Joe and Karen to Florence and Cat, wrestle with their place among the Winters and the idea
of whether they truly belong. Consider the argument of nature versus nurture: How much of a person?s identity is
defined by origins, and how much of it is shaped by ones surroundings and the people in one?s life? Are blood ties really
the strongest and most binding of all?

Enhance Y our Book Club

1. Author Harriet Evans?s debut novel, GOING HOME, is aso about a family coming together at their house in the
countryside where secrets and controversies arise. Read GOING HOME with your book club and discuss the similarities
and differences of these two novels. How do they differ in tone? What do you believe Evans is trying to say about the
role of family in our lives with these two novels?

2. Each of the four parts to the story hasits own title:

-Part One: The Invitation

-Part Two: The Party

-Part Three: The Past and the Present

-Part Four: The End and the Beginning

Come up with your own title for each section, and then discuss why you chose that title.

3. Select a mgjor event in the story, like Martha?s announcement at the party, or an argument between two characters,
and write it from the perspective of a different character other than the one the author has chosen. Read it to the group,
then discuss the scene you chose, the character you chose, and what you hoped to emphasize through the alternative

point of view.
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